Circulo Abierto para Peru
Prayer Letter

5"\\, N The McEuen Family...Cross cultural witnesses with the people of Peru September 2009
=> The Mission Society Jirén San José 230; Urb. San Carlos; Huancayo, Peru Volume 3, Number 9
www.opencircleperu.org — southernbranch@peoplepc.com — 678.701.3757

Cultural Observation N° 1: Churches

rowing up in the United States, | got accustomed to being
Gable to identify churches, mds o menos (more or less). They

were the buildings with the tall steeples, front porches,
sometimes a bell, a sign out front with either a kitschy or a catchy
message and the times of worship. I've lost that skill here in the
mountains of Peru. Sometimes it is really hard to tell what is a
church and what is not. Some churches fit the model I'd grown
accustomed to in the states, again mas or menos.

The Catholic Churches look like churches. They have the tall spires
topped by crosses. You can tell where the front door is and usually
(because of the history of the area) they are on the edge of a park
or a beautiful plaza.

Above: Aylis and Audra in a taxi ride from Iscos.

The Mormon churches and the Jehovah Witness temples also fit the Eleven of us fit in a Toyota station wagon.
mold. They have signs out front identifying themselves as such, and Below: Ash and Todd rode in the back with the
they list the times of worship. They even have a welcoming front driver’s wife and daughter.

yard with a sidewalk leading up to the front porch.

That leaves the protestant and the evangelical churches. Most are
independent and do not have a body above them to oversee their
ministry and work in and around the community. There is nothing
wrong with that. Most of them do not have the spires or the
crosses on top. A lot of them were built in empty stores,
warehouses, or other buildings already in existence. Some of them
have signs out front identifying themselves as a church, but usually
that is all. Usually they don’t list either times of worship or any
contact information. One notable exception to this pattern is the
Methodist Church which looks like a traditional church but has no
sign out front (one is on the way, they tell us). The only reason we
guessed it was the Methodist Church is that it is located next door
to the Methodist School, Collegio Andino.

One painful observation is that visitors seem to be not only not expected but also not especially welcomed. As outsiders
who stand out as different (we are, after all, gringos), we have a foot in the door and are welcomed, but (and this may
sound very pessimistic) we are welcomed not as brothers and
Pastors and Worship Committees: sisters in Christ, but as potential givers of gifts (a common thought

We have prepared a video Great Thanksgiving to is that all gringos have money to spare). To illustrate this, let me
augment your World Communion (or any other) Sunday . .

i : : . share an experience we had in church:
worship service. If you would like a copy of it, please let o .
us know and we can get it to you via the Internet. We were invited to attend a local church soon after we arrived.

The pastor was not there (he was on business in Lima, seven hours




away), but he would return the following Sunday. We enjoyed our time there, and when given the invitation, shared
briefly why we felt God had called us to live in Huancayo. The following Sunday, we returned to the church to hear the
pastor speak. During the service, he recognized our presence and
then invited us to share why we believed God had called us to live
in Huancayo.

“We prefer just to worship God
“Yes,K " he sai d, “But just a f e\
“We did that | ast Sunday duri n

“Yes, | Know, ” he sai d, “But |
next fifteen minutes of the worship service telling us that the
Methodists in the community have a wonderful school, but that

they were Baptists and not Methodists and so they do things
differently. We really didn’t care (we weren’t there for a lesson on
denominational differences) and we don’t think the majority of the
congregation cared either. We were treated differently as visitors

as the church just because we were gringo missionaries.

During the town’s anniversary celebration, Audra
and Ash helped carry the banner for the school Kuyay
Talpay in San Juan de Iscos.

On the flip side, we know of a local Quechua woman who mentioned at lunch one day that she would like to attend
church. Some friends of ours invited her to join them at the church where they had been visiting. She tentatively
accepted, but throughout the rest of the meal, she was very nervous and openly doubted that she would be welcomed.
“Why wouldn”t you be?” asked our friends.

“Because | habgnat meemberi ovi tde church,” she said.

Maybe that’s why most of the churches do not list their times of worship on a sign. They don’t want to attract the wrong
type of people. Many of the churches here are not open to all and the Good News of Jesus is not freely offered to all
who seek shelter under the shadow of the wings of the Almighty (Psalm 91). We've seen the same thing happen in the
United States, but not at all to the same extent. The churches here have the appearance of an exclusive club with dues
and entrance requirements along with punishment for
not following the rules. Some of this is Biblical. Other An invitation to Teachers:
parts really seem to be in a grey area.

Spring Break in Peru?

Just testing the waters to see if there is interest:
Would anyone of you involved in education be

As outsiders looking in, it is hard to understand what we

see. Itis hard not to be critical. When asked of our goals ) ) ;
“ interested in a cultural exchange with the teachers t he

we say something 1|i ke, N } )
L. S . here. What we envision is a week of time (your Spring

existing church, regardless of denomination or even if it break | he beginni fth hool h "

is Protestant, Evangelic reak is at the beginning of the school year here) in

which you would spend time observing in the
classroom, talking with teachers outside the
classroom, interacting with students, and learning
from each other. There could also be afternoon
workshops, day trips, and other educational activities
that you could take back to your classroom in the
states. It would be a way of sharing the love of God
cross culturally in a way in which you already feel
comfortable: in the classroom. By the way, you do
not have to speak Spanish for this. We will provide
translators as needed.

Interested? Please let us know and we can keep you
informed as things develop.

multidenominational nature of our goal has been met
with mixed reviews. From those within the leadership of
the local church, it has been received with cool silence.
They cannot seem to put us in a box that would make us
easier to deal with. That statement has closed a number
of conversations already. Among people on the street
(those, we dare to say, disenchanted with religion), it is
met with optimistic openness.

Please pray that we do not fall into ruts in ministry, but
that in all we say and do, the light of Christ will shine
through brightly.




Cultural Observation N° 2: Education

ublic education in Peru is available to all students. It is, however, like the
Peducation system anywhere where there number of children is too great

for the number of teachers and classrooms available. To read about a
public school n eaar ro oonu oWalviomga | read
http://opencircleperu.wordpress.com/2009/09/10/a-maroon-wave/. Yes, we
know, even in the worst of situations, students can learn, but as people with
backgrounds in education, Audra and | wondered if there was a better way.

In order to get an inside look at the schools, we have been volunteering at a
local alternative school three times a week. She is in the preschool and first
grades, and | am in the third grade. The schoolis“ al t er nat i ve”
private, has smaller class size (10-15 students per classroom) and they don’t
have to wear uniforms. The students also have a lot of freedom to stand, talk
and wander as they wish. (Don’t get us wrong, there is still a sense of order
and control within this freedom—albeit not as much as we would prefer.) In
our time there, we have been asked a number of times about the differences
between education in the United States and Peru. We've seen a few
differences:

1) Penmanship —The students are not taught how to print. From the very
beginning (with exercises started in preschool) they are taught the proper way

to write in cursive. They are not only instructed how to form the letters, but,

more importantly, how to form them correctly every time. Soraya (above) and Kia (below) are
enjoying the newest member of the

2) Text Books —There are none. The only textbook we’ve seen in the younger family (We re still looking for a name)

grades is an English textbook. We don’t know about the upper grades.

3) Writing — The main means of education is writing. Every child has a
notebook (with grids instead of lines) for each subject. In this notebook they
write the notes dictated by the teacher. Homework is also completed in these
notebooks. By the end of the year, all the work and information is in one
place. The result is that we have seen better notes written by third graders
here than many high school notebooks in the states.

4) Critical Thinking — Because writing is so time intensive, the students have
time to study their notes, but not much opportunity to think critically about
what they have been taught. The result: a good student is one who can
regurgitate the information back to the teacher; and not the student who can
think about, process and repackage the information.

5) English Language — Most parents, it seems, want their children to learn
English. For this reason there are English classes offered in (nearly) every
school as well as institutions of English throughout the city. The difficulty
arises in the methods used and the level of ability of the teachers to speak
English. The Spanish accent is strong and this (like in the childhood game of
telegraph) is passed on to the students. Audra and | taught German (with the
same accent problem) for a number of years and in the process learned a
number of theories and applications for teaching language. We don’t see

many of these ideas being put into practice here. (It is not the fault of the


http://opencircleperu.wordpress.com/2009/09/10/a-maroon-wave/

teachers, however, because we don’t think they have access to the theories we learned.)

The way children are taught has a big influence on how they think as adults. We have seen many good things in the
schools here, and we definitely do not have all the answers. We do have something to offer, however. Please pray that
we patiently seek God’s will in our involvement, if any, in the local education
system.

What’s happening with the family?

ducation. We have decided to homeschool the kids (kind of) until next

Spring (actually, here that woul

Online High School and Middle School. Their books are regular
textbooks and they have teachers to whom they report online. It is a fully
accredited high school and so the kids will not have problems with getting into
college when the time comes. They can complete the year by the time the next
school year begins here (in March) and then can enroll in a local school, if that is the
option we choose. Another option at that time would be to continue with the online
school, but also to take a few classes each day at the local school.

d

Sickness. We are |l earning to get t o kceswawoudd rather not ge.tWe haeef p a
discovered the joys (that’s sarcasm) of parasites and viral infections. It happens everywhere and we are learning to
adapt.

Food. The food in Peru is fantastic. According to Todd, we have already eaten seven types of meat here: beef, pork,
chicken, trout, sea bass, and cuy. What’s cuy? It’s a local specialty: Guinea Pig. It tastes like chicken. Really.

Day Trips. We walk almost everywhere we go, but although we’ve walked a lot through the city already, we have a lot
more to see. We have, however, had a few chances to get out into the country. One dy trip was to San Juan de Iscos
where fellow missionaries are setting up a school (the website for the school is http://kuyayperu.org/). Another day we
drove to Coches where the Peruvian Gourds are carved. What an amazing few days.
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DEAR ASH, AUDRA, KIA, AYLIS$, TODD, AND so‘ D
) . ECFA Thanks td_owell
Through careful and earnest prayer, | have come to the following decision: W UMC, Woodlawn
M n
I/we will pray for you. Please send me/us your prayer letter. ll;ee(-r:éf?et?a
Please update me byneail Presbvterianfor
As God provides, I/we will partner with you by giving $ per month / quarter /year th .yt t
I would like to give a ondime gift of $ . Please contact us again next year. fund el_r recen
I would like to be your liaison with my church or organization. undraises on our
I would like to organize an annual support raising event (@fg, dinner, carwash, golf tournament, 5K run, behalf' We
appreciate you
very much!
Your name -
—/
Address
City State Zip
Phone ( ) Church
Please return this form (with yofirst gift, if applicable) to: ‘
The Mission Society Designate gifts: i Mc
PO Box 922637 Nt/
Norcross, GA 300162637 S The Mission Society (ead el



http://kuyayperu.org/

