The McEuen Family...Cross cultural witnesses with the‘people 5 S YN e i b Thé Mis:
’1nst|tuto de lengua Espafola; Apartado:100-2350; San Jose CostaRica. .~ ! : Societ
~www.apencircleperu,orq,- southernbranch ) Ie citom — 678. /0L 3757 Y

Going to the edge
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on toward the goal to win the prize for which God has called me heavenward in Chris
Jesus. (Philippians 3.1:34 NIV)
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into the mountains surrounding the city of San Jose. The views were spectacular and
were the cliffs. Sheer drops of solid rock to the mountain forests and jumgjlawv.
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rappelled. He tied ropes around trees and hooked himself to harnesses and volunta
climbed down those sheer cliffs beneath our feet.
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He brought his gear with him and invited anyone who wanted to to climb down the cliff§
with him. It was ahort rappel. Onlyabout forty feet. It looked tall to me. The slope to
the edge looked fine, but one slip and that was it. My hands get sweaty just thinki
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G { dzNB x ¢ MWlmlemaIiwhm mga rold would be, but | did know | would be stationed at the base of the cliff. | later learned
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the cliff.

Mark only brought three harnesses with him besides the one he wore, so before | went down to the base of the cliff, | kribes wh
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next. |1 was so proud of them.

What impressed me most was the things they had to do in order to get where they got. They had to do some unnaturaehings li
walking backwards to the edge of a cliff and leaning backwards over the edge trirsting harness and the rope to keep them
safe. The further back they leaned, Mark told them, the more pressure their feet would put on the cliff.
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accomplish the task, they had to do it.

It reminds us of the walk of a Christian. There are things that God calls us to do that seem so contrary to our humarThaigse
that seem so unnatural. God expects us, for examplég¥e not just those who love us, but also to love our enemies. Jesus told us
that whenpeople slapus on the cheek, we need to do all we darsquash the desire to ball up our fists and lay them flat. Instead,
said Jesus, giveem your other cheek.
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said, we need t@ress on toward the goal to win thmize for which God has called heavenward in Christ Jesus.
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Spanish so we can move to Peru to tell others about the love of Jesus Christ.
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To God be the glory!jA Dios era la Gloria!
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One of the reasons we needed to go

Sirce being here in Costa Rica at language&ks2 2 f ¢S Q@S Sy22&SR 3
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spoke volumes to us.
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about your people at home, you robbed them of the teag and preaching of Jesus Christ Himself. When you obeyed and left all
consequences to God, the Lord went into your city to teach; as long as you would not obey, you were in the way. Watoh where

begin to debate and to put what you callduty inc@np A G A2y SAGK &2dz [ 2NRQa O2YYlI yRa® aL 1y
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He teaches where He instructsusnotto. dal 8 G SNE Xt S dza VYIAteS G KNEBS
we playing the spiritual amateur providence in other lives? Are we so noisy in our
instruction of others that God cannot get anywhere near them? We have to keep our

mouths shut and our spirits alert. God wants to instruct us in regard to His Son, He

wants to turn our times of prayer into mounts of transfiguration, and we will not let

Him. When we are certain of the way God is going to work, He will never work in that

away any more.

He works where He sends us to wait. & 2 | A { X dwyait anfGxéd and He il work,
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detached enough from our own spiritual hysterics to wait on God? To wait is not to sit

with folded hands, but to learn to do what we are told. These hesgs of His ways we

rarely recognize.

We weregiventhis devotional book by Loretta Mangewhen we were living in Broadus, Montarend have used it for yearsWe cannot thank
her enough for the gift she has given us in the pages of this book.

Quiz: Costa Rican Culture and History

1. Costa Rica is located in a) Central America, b) Latin America, c) North America, or d) all of the above.

2. When meeting someone on the street, it is common to greet them with a) Buenos Dias, b) Hola, c) Adios, or d) dbwéthe a

3. Atypical meal in Costa Rica consists of a) beans and rice, b) ham and cheese sandwiches, ¢) guavas and coconuts, ®r d) all of
above.

4. The seasons in Costa Rica are a) Spring, Summer, Winter and Fall, b) Spring and Fall, c) Summer and Wintey,y&ad) Spri
round.

5. When indicating the height of a person, a typical Costa Rican will a) place his hand parallel to the ground, bhplade his
perpendicular to the ground, c) use his elbow to show height, or d) not do anything because it is considertamtalk about a
LISNBE2Yy Q& &Gl Gdz2NB o

6. When indicating direction to something, a typical Costa Rican will a) =
gesture with her hand, b) point with her nose, c) purse her lips together §
in the direction of the place or object, or d) all of the above. »

7. When standing in a long line in the grocery store, and a new lane opens, *
who gets to go to the new lane? a) Those who have been waiting the v
longest, b) those who are at the end of the line, c) whoever gets there
first, or d) there is no such thing asamgy line in a grocery store in Costa
Rica.
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it produces wonderful chocolate, b) there are great mountains on which
to go skiing, c) it has no standing army, or d) all of the abov

9. The money in Costa Rica is called a) Costa Ric&icsno for short, b
Nueve Sol, c) Colones, or d)Iar.

10. In the 1820s, Costa Rica declared independence from a) Guatemala, b)
Spain, c) England, or d) France.
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An update from the gate

Last month we wrote about the people coming to the gate to get food and other assistance. An opdsiee of the people we

have met there this month:
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know for certain. He did have a lot of other issues he was working through and probably drug addiction as well.

1 One of the youg men wehelped was standing outside the gate talking to another student from the language school when a
police officer came up and told him to leave. We heard later from the student that the young man was told if he was seen i
the park again, he woultle arresed. The officer then told the student that the young man
was very dangerous because of his drug addiction. We have seen him occasionally since,
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for Jason.

1 A positive story: an older man (probably in his 50s or 60s) comes to the gate every even
asking for dinner. We warm up some of our leftovers and give it to lmhas a great smile
and laugh and is very grateful for the food. Oneday kWY GKF G L R2yQil
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the street, though, because one cold evening after | gave him some dinner, he asked if
have a blanket so he could stay wathat night. As long as we are here, he can get a warm
meal from our house. =

1 A homeless woman came to our house a few weeks ago. What she wanted most from us /
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We want to talk to your group: Live from Costa Rica!

2S5S0@0S 2FFSNBRI o0dzi y2 2yS KIFra GF 1Sy dza dzZlJ 2y AGXeéSidHica 2S
Because of th&s 2 Y RSNE 2F (SOKyz2f23e8x ¢S OFly adAatft Grft1 G2 @&2dzNJ {
whatever group you would likeFor just a$0.021 a minute(that® about a dollar per hourvecan call you from our computéor if

you live within the Atlanta areayou can call us for free). If you want to see the person to whom you are talking, we can also set up
a video conference. All you would need on your end is to download Skype (for freenatkype.comonto your compugr. Email

us or call us at 678.701.3754 talk about the options orto schedule GAYS G2 GFft1 6AGK &2dz2NJ INRA
we answer through our computers).

Prayer needs for the next few weeks

1  All the people who ome to our gate

1 Adjustment into schoofor all of us, but especially for Soraya who has never really been in a daycare type situation.

1 Visas We might have to leave Costa Rica for a few days in order to renew our Visa. Please pray for wisdom as we discern the be
course of action to take. Worst case scenario: we spend a few days in Nicaragua or Panama and then return to Costa Rica.

1 Partnership. We already have 100% of our startup costs met (Praise G&@¥till need partners howeverwho will pledgeto regulaty
supportfor ourongoing budget save canstay on the field

1 Relationships with the Costa Rican peopl#/e have come t€osta Rica in order to learn Spanish. In the process, we believe God wants
us to form friendships with some of the Costa Rican people. This is not going to be easy, but with God all things lare possib

1 Acquistion of the Spanish Langaug&/e arelearnf 3 G KS f | y3dzr 3SH t N} @ F2NJ D2RQ&a 6A&aR2Y

How to contact us in Costa Rica

e-mail: southernbranch@peoplepc.com
Skype: opencircleperu (for video calls)
Phone 1: 678.701.375A1( Atlantanumberrouted to our computer)
Phone 2: 011.506.2226.68.72 (this number costs the same as an inter
national call, and it rings the phone in our home)
Snail Mail:
La Familia McEuen (or any of our names)
Instituto de Lengua Espafiola
Apartado 1062350
San José, Costa Rica



http://www.skype.com/
mailto:southernbranch@peoplepc.com

Answers to the Quiz

1. d)all of the above. Costa Ricaoonsider themselves to be a part of Central America and Latin America
(that is the part of the Americas that speak Spanish). Some outside of the region, however, say that
Cosga Rica is located in the southernmost part of North America.

2. d) all of the above. All these are common on the str&tenos DiameansGood Day. Holmeans
hello. Adios strangely enough, meagwodbye.a 86 S (G KIF GQa o6SOFdzasS | f 2
quickly by the time we say hello, it is time to say goodbye. Another dlikesbetter is thatA Dios
meansWith God so in fact we are wishing the personGm with God

3. a) beans and rice. ddt meals in Costa Rica contétiese staples. Nutritionists say this is a great
combination that forms a complete protein.

4. c) summer and winter. Another way to talk about the seasonstisnd dry Winter is wet; summer is :
dry. Thinkingofii KA & @l &% gAYyGSNI Aa FTNRY | o62dzi ! LINR (QMQOM 0 SNXS @
the equator.
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indicated by the base of the hand or the fingertips thnly response we get is the hand perpendicular to the ground (like a police officer saying
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7. c) whoever gets there firs Admittedly, sometimes the answer is b), but not very often. This is one thing
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8. ¢) it has no standing army. Costa Rica has had no army since the late 1940s. Instead, the government

has used that money for healthcare and education.

9. c) colones. Itis named after Christopher Columbus.

10. b) Spain. Most of the countries in Latin America declared independence from Spain about this time.
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the national park in San Jose waiting for the President of Costa Rica to speak, Soraya waving th
Costa Rican flag during the independence day celebrations, and Audra at the independence day
parades.
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DEAR ASH, AUDRA, KI'A, AYLI S, TODD, AND SORA\@

Through careful and earnest prayerave come to the following decision: Ec FA
I/we will pray for you. Plase sendne/usyour prayer letter. W
Please updatme by emalil
As God providesl/we will partner with you by giving $ per month / quarter /year
| would like to give a onéime gift of $ . Please contact us again next year.

| would like to be your liaisonvith my church or organization.
| would like to organize an annual support raising event (e.g., sale, dinner, carwash, golf tournament, 5K run, ¢

Your name

Address

City State Zip

Phone ( ) Church

Please return this form (with your first gift, if applicable) to:

The Mission Society Designate gifts: fi
PO Box 922637 =

Norcross, GA 3001e2637 % The Mission Society




