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Trying to find our placeé  

admit it, our blog has not been as current as we 
would like it to be.  Want to know why?  We´ve been 
busy, and one thing we´ve been busy with is writing.  

A lot.  Doing that, it is hard to get motivated to write the 
blog.  We will try to do better this coming month.  So what 
have we been doing?  It´s a fair question.  We´ll give you 
the answer so that you´ll know, and also so that you can 
be praying for us as we search for the niche in which God 
wants us to be in ministry during this 
season of our lives. 

 
Short term team training:  In an effort 
to have short term mission teams arrive 
in Peru prepared mentally, physically, 
morally and spiritually, we are working 
closely with other members of our 
team, Billy and Laurie Drum, to develop 
a training program for incoming teams.   
The training will be via the internet and 
involve live conferencing with those of 
us already in the field here in Peru.  
Team members will also have a 
devotional guide which includes five 
days of readings interspersed with self 
reflection questions (that´s where a lot 
of the writing has come in this month).   

 
University Students:  A new area of 
ministry we never even considered has 
started opening up for us here: working with University 
aged students.  They are very intelligent and ask 
tremendous questions.  The statement one young man 
made a few weeks ago that is still on my mind is 
ά/ƘǊƛǎǘƛŀƴƛǘȅ ƛǎ ƴƻǘ ŀ ǊŜƭƛƎƛƻƴΤ ƛǘ ƛǎ ŀ ǿŀȅ ƻŦ ƭƛŦŜΦέ  ²Ŝ ŀǊŜ 
working on trying to find a time to meet with those who 
want a deeper understanding of their Christian faith (along 
the lines of the Wesleyan small accountability groups).   
 
Sunday School Teacher:  Ash has recently taken on 
teaching Todd´s Sunday School class at a local church 
(ages 11 through 13).  It is a short term ministry of about 

six weeks or so.  After the curriculum has been completed, 
he will reassess if this is an area where God wants him to 
continue.   

 
Local School:  Ash and Audra are still volunteering at a 
local school.  They work in the preschool, first grade and 
third grade classrooms, but also have been asked to spend 
time with other students as well.   Ash has had the chance 

to teach a few lessons in math 
(which was very eye opening on 
how the students learn).  They are 
also exploring options at another 
school where they may teach and 
Ash may serve as a chaplain for the 
students and families. 

 
History and Culture:  In order to 
have a successful ministry here in 
Peru, it is vital that we have a 
deeper understanding of the 
history and culture of the area.  
There is a reason why people act 
the way they do and do things the 
way they do.  A lot of the time, it is 
rooted in the history of the area 
and the culture of the people.   

 
Spanish:  After year in Costa Rica 
learning Spanish, it is amazing how 

different the Peruvian Spanish is.  They use different 
words at times (for example, they say salon here to say a 
classroom, but say aula in 
Costa Rica), and they tend 
to speak both faster and 
softer than the Costa Ricans.  
Also, the Quechua language 
has a lot of influence on the 
Spanish spoken here.  It is 
taking some time to get 
comfortable in our Spanish 
again.   
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During our recent trip to Lima to get our 
visas, Todd posed with a street performer 



 

How are our finances going? 
e are still in need of ongoing financial support.  While we have 
a large number of regular partners in the ministry, our general 
budget has fallen short consistently since leaving the United 

States.  We are making cuts as needed, but in order to stay on the 
field, we need individuals, groups, and churches to commit to 
monthly, quarterly or yearly giving to the ministry.  As the year 
draws to an end, please seriously consider making a gift so that we 
can continue to be your fingertips in ministry here.  To make a gift or 
pledge, you can either complete the form at the end of this 
newsletter or go online to one of the links below: 
 
Our site with a direct link at the bottom of the page to donate: 
www.themissionsociety.org/people/mceuen    
 
A downloadable donation form to fill out and send in: 
http://www.themissionsociety.org/files/Donation_Form.pdf   

 
 
Cultural observation Nº 3:  This is an old country

 
eru is an ancient country.   I guess I didn´t really 
think about it before.  I knew this land was taken 
and settled about the same time as the land that 

became the United States.  Francisco Pizzaro came here 
in 1535 with a small group of soldiers who conquered 
the Incan nation (whether alone or with help of 
disgruntled Incan clans is under some dispute).  After 
the Incan nation (which, by the way, set up the largest 
empire on the American continents), Pizarro began 
selecting towns and setting up a government after the 
style he knew in Spain.  The soldiers began marrying the 
local women and having children together.  A new 
nation was born.  That was about 500 years ago.  On a 
recent trip to Lima, we saw a message painted on a wall 
that said something to the effect of:  San Martin, 
celebrating 436 years since the Spanish founded the 
city.  That´s a long time ago, but not all that different 
than the nation where we grew up.   
 
What I forgot to take into account is the local 
population:  Not only the Incas but also those who came 
before them.  For example, just outside of Huancayo is a 

temple built about the year 1200 (that´s about 800 years 
ago).  Scattered around the hills surrounding the valley 
in which we live, there are a number of remains left by 
the early Huanca (WHANK uh) and Huari (WHAR ee) 
people about a thousand or more years ago.  There are 
also some caves further up the mountains with paintings 
that rival the famous cave paintings found in Spain and 
France.  They were inhabited by the local people, 
possibly 10,000 years ago.  This is an old country.  With 
this old country, there come traditions and customs, 
some of which are still present in the community today.   

 
I know what some of you are thinking now:  But we have 
the same sort of history in the United States.  That´s 
true, but the ancient history of the people of Peru is 
very present here.  For example, there is a strong Native 
American presence in parts of the United States, people 
who are very proud of their heritage and their history.  
However, most of them do not live very much like their 
ancestors did.  Here in Peru, many do.  Occasionally we 
see pictures in the newspaper of indigenous groups.  In 
the photos they are still dressed like their people have 
dressed (more or less) for the past umpteen 
generations.  The jungles of Peru (the Amazon) are so 
dense that since we have been here,  
at least one people group has been found that has never 
been in contact with Western Civilization before.  This is 
an old country whose ancient history still touches the 
present. 
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Ash and Audra on the Pacific Coast in Lima.  The 
family traveled there to get their resident visas. 

http://www.themissionsociety.org/people/mceuen
http://www.themissionsociety.org/files/Donation_Form.pdf


Celebration!   
Ash and Audra are 
legal residents of 

Peru.  What does this 
mean?  It means we 
are still citizens of 
The United States, but 

that we have 
permission from the 
Peruvian government 
to live and work here 

as cross cultural 
workers.  We will 

return to Lima in a 
few weeks to get the 
visa process going for 
the kids.  When they 
are ready in about 
two months, we will 
have to return to 
Lima again to get 

their resident cards..  
Lima is only about 180 
miles from Huancayo, 
but it is a seven hour 

bus ride over the 
continental divide. 

 

Cultural observation Nº 4:  Ancient gods? 
 

he ancient people of Peru believed in a pantheon of gods (a group of gods, in which the individuals had power over 
one thing or another).  The gods worshiped varied from place to place, but a few stand out as common among 
most.  

 
 Viracocha (Vee dah CO chuh) was the great creator God of all things.  He was considered as supreme 
and all powerful.  For history buffs, the full name of the god is Apo Con Ticsi Viracocha.  In the 1960s, 
archaeologist Thor Heyerdahl had a theory of the settlement of the Polynesian Islands in the Pacific 
Ocean.  Looking at the name of their creator god, Con Tiki, he drew a connection to Peru´s Con Ticsi 
Viracocha, Perhaps, he reasoned, ancient people of Peru sailed to the islands.  He proved it could be 
done, but not that it actually happened.  

 
Pachamama (PAH chuh MA ma) was known as the goddess of the land or mother earth.   Sacrifices 
were made to her as a way to ensure good crops.  She is still revered today by a number of people.  
When I asked a local man in his opinion how many people still hold reverence for her, he told me, 
ά!ǘ ƭŜŀǎǘ пл҈Φέ  ¢ƘƻǎŜ ŀǊƻǳƴŘ ƘƛƳ ŀƎǊŜŜŘΦ  hǘƘŜǊǎ ǎŀƛŘ ǘƘŜ ǇŜǊŎŜƴǘage is actually higher.  What is 
interesting is that included in this number are those who claim Jesus as their Savior.   

 
Huaytapallana (Why tah pahl YAW nuh) is a local god of Huancayo.  It is a snow covered 
mountain that rises above the valley floor and is thought to be the source of all the water in 
ǘƘŜ ǿƻǊƭŘΦ  Lƴ ǘƘŜ ƭƻŎŀƭ άƳŀƭƭέ ƛǎ ŀ ǘŜƳǇƻǊŀǊȅ ŘƛǎǇƭŀȅ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ Ƴƻǳƴǘŀƛƴ ŎŀƭƭƛƴƎ ƛǘ ǘƘŜ άDǳŀǊŘƛŀƴ 
ƻŦ ǘƘŜ IǳŀƴŎŀέύΦ  hƴ ǘƘŜ Ƴƻǳƴǘŀƛƴ ǘƘŜǊŜ ŀǊŜ ŀ ƴǳƳōŜǊ ƻŦ ǎƛǘŜǎ ŦƻǊ ǎŀŎǊƛŦƛŎŜǎ ƻŦ ǘǊƛƴƪŜǘǎ ŀƴŘ 
coca leaves.  It has been said that even a number of powerful leaders in Peru have made 
sacrifices on the mountain to the local god, as well. 

 

Pics of the girlsé 
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Left:  !ȅƭƛǏ with some local kids in 
Chilca. 

Below left:  Soraya´s second birthday 
was a rather cultural experience with 
local kids, a piñata, and a clown. 
 
Below:  Kia even got into the fun of 
ǘƘŜ ǇŀǊǘȅΧ 



We value your prayers 
hen you have your quiet time with God, please keep us in your prayers.  Here are a few things for which we 
request prayers: 
 

¶ Our finances.  We believe God has called us to Peru, but we need ongoing financial support in 
order to stay here.  Please pray that God will raise up faithful partners in the ministry. 

¶ The visa process for the kids.  We are still waiting for the Peruvian Consulate in Atlanta to 
verify the birth certificates of the kids so that we can start the visa process for them.  Please 
pray they come in soon. 

¶ Valeria is the six year old sister of one of the students in the Sunday School class Ash is 
teaching.  She has a problem with her heart, and the doctors have canceled the surgery.   

¶ The training material for the short term mission team.  Please pray that the material we are helping to develop 
will indeed help teams arrive in Peru more prepared than ever before. 

¶ Family dynamics.  We are once again living in a new culture and there are times of culture shock.  Please pray 
that we continue to have patience with one another as we adjust.   

¶ As we test different ministry options here in Huancayo, please pray that our ministry focus becomes more clear. 
 
 

Contact us 
e would love to hear from you, so that we know what is happening in your lives and how we can be in prayer for 
you.  Also, if you would like us to speak to your small group or church via the tremendous advances in technology 
(webcam, phone, etc), please let us know.  You can contact us in a variety of ways: 

 
Snail Mail:   Jirón San José 230 
 Urb. San Carlos 
 Huancayo, Perú 
 
E-mail: opencircleperu@gmail.com 
  

Facebook: Ash McEuen 
 
Skype: OpenCirclePeru 
 
Phone: (678) 701.3757 (An Atlanta area number 

that rings here in Peru)
 

 

DEAR ASH, AUDRA, KIA, AYLIś, TODD, AND SORAYA, 

 

Through careful and earnest prayer, I have come to the following decision: 

 

 I/we will pray for you.  Please send me/us your prayer letter. 

 Please update me by e-mail _______________________________________________________________  

 As God provides, I/we will partner with you by giving $ __________ per month / quarter /year 

 I would like to give a one-time gift of $ __________.  Please contact us again next year.   

 I would like to be your liaison with my church or organization. 

 I would like to organize an annual support raising event (e.g., sale, dinner, carwash, golf tournament, 5K run, etc) 

 

 

Your name _____________________________________________________________________________________  

 

Address _______________________________________________________________________________________  

 

City_____________________________________________________ State________________ Zip ______________  

 

Phone (______) ___________________________ Church _______________________________________________  

 

Please return this form (with your first gift, if applicable) to: 

The Mission Society Designate gifts:  ñMcEuen Support 5/323ò 

PO Box 922637 

Norcross, GA  30010-2637 
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