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Called to be missiol AOEAOS8
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(most of our worldly goods fit in a %10 storage unit). We found new homes for our pets (talk about sad!). We packed bags and
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We are getting ready to move to Peru to work in the mountains and train pastors and disciple men and women and youth an
children to be the people God has created them to be. Seems to me as though we are missitneardys a

We are. We are missionaries who have been sent out into the world to complete what
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Jesus Christ (see Matthew 28-286).

We are missionaries, and we have been called. The thing is, sometimes we forget when
that call begins. | mean, did we become missionaries when we felt God whack us upside
the head thosetwo weeks in the spring of 2006? Did we become missionaries when The
Mission Society accepted us as official missionaries in July of 2006? Did we become
missionaries when we first spoke to a church about joining us in the work in that fall? Or was
it when we stopped being pastor and family of a church in June 2007? Was it when we
became homeless and jobless that we became missionaries? Did we become missionarie:
when we moved here to Costa Rica to learn Spanish? Or was it sometime befordnatl?of t
hNJ FNB 6S atGAatt gl AGAY3 dzyGAf 6S GaNBIFffee
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decision in our lives to do all we can to serve God and to be the hands and feet of Jesus Chris
we become missionaries.
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Baxter and he has just been elected to represent his district in the United States Congress. He is thrilled at the typjoosmie
as he and his family moves to a suburb outside of Washington, DC. All his dreams suddenly change, thouGodwiegins
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act together. But, like it or not, he sticks with it. One day a group of reporters surroung
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stranger about the love shown to us through the life, death, and resurrectiolestis
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Christ.

Yes, we are missionaries. Not just the McEuen clan who is waiting out the ra
season in Costa Ric&Ve are all missionaries. You and me. Us. eflugy. There is so
much work to be done. Some of it is here. Some of it is there (wherever there is).
D2RQ& OFfftAy3a Fft 2F dzao
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we must not forget it is not our only job. We still need to be missionaries t
work with the children and the homeless and hopeless and the adults and t
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What is God counting on you for? Are you being a missionary where y
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are you using words.
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To God be the glory!jA Dios erda Gloria!
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Your missionaries to Peru (via Costa Rica)
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An update from the gate

It has been a pretty quiet month at the gate. Not many people have stopped by. We do have our regulars, but rarely does
stranger stop. Here are a few of the people we met at the gate over the past few weeks:
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and have even told the kids when theyearleaning off the table after dinner, to put some into a bag for Benyamin. We have so

much, we cannot begrudge anyone food.

A woman stopped by selling kitchen towels to help feed her family.

A young man stopped to sell some orchids. His family is ggoarid he works construction during the week and sells plants on
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be needing in April. He was excited to hear that and told medtiene around then.

1 Avyoung man named Salvador started coming by asking for some dinner. We fed him. One very rainy night (as opposed to ju:
rainy night), he knocked on the gate asking for money to buy a ticket to Nicaragua. His mom lives thersaraty sick, he
arAR® 2SS 3PS KAY (GKS FINB F2NJ KS IyR KAa TFlLYAfe& ofhT &
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Nicaragua now, and | pray his mother is doing better.
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What do we do with all our time?

We came to Costa Rica to learn to speak Spanish well enough to truly share the gospel of Jesus Christ and the love of (
with the people of Peru. The Mission Society has told us very clearly that our job this year is to simply learn the.lahhatge
KILIWSYyAy3Id ' dZRNF YR L 6SNB Ay | GFEA O2YAy3 K2YS FTNBY il
where our house was. Since | came here with more Spanish than Audra, |
opened my mouth to give directions to the driver, whety dear wife
oSG YS G2 AdzT a!'yidSa RSt adayvl
Musmanni-a local bakery take a right). | looked at her and she just
smiled. We are learning to communicate again with our neighbors and
strangers on the street.

Learning SpagiK A ady Qi GKS 2yfeée (GKAy3
becoming more and more active in our church here, La Iglesia Nazarena
del Bosque. At the beginning of the month, we went a group of them to
a neighboring suburb to celebrate the 1bOanniversary of the
denomnation. The pastor has even asked me to preach one of the
dzLIO2 YAy 3 {dzyRIF 8& oL R2yQl (y26 AT

In the middle of the month, we traveled with a group of
students from the language school to El Mirador (a squatter community
that started in chicken houses) in the region of San Carlos, about three
hours northwest of San José. There we worked with the children doing a
vacation bible school type program form for a day and half. All of us
went on the trip, and all of us had amportant role to play.




LastSaturday, we went to a local ministry just four blocks from the house. It meets in the ,
home of a woman who every other Saturday welcomes local children into her home. A lot of b’g!‘q
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There are many, but her biggest need at the moment was someone to work with the preteens 1

teens. Guess who got recruited to fill that position? We start ih& Saturday of November.
Please pray for us and for the children!

Every Wednesday night at 6 PM we open our house to friends for dessert, coffee, &
relaxed conversation. We do it simply for the fact that Wednesday (or any other day for t
matte)A & | 3I22R RI& (2 OStSoN}riSo CNARF& YA
street to have pizza with other families.

We stay busy. Before we do any of the ministry or other things, we study. We ¢
homework. We prepare for tests. Lifegood, or, as they say hére & Ot Hz&l DA R

Prayers and Praises
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1 For the people who still come to the gate.
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for Costa Rican immigration to do the rest.

We are still in need of long term financial partners to partner with us weekly, monthly;aemoially, or annually.

A15 year old student at the ki€school is in severe pain regularly. A few years agdad some form of cancer, and it appears

to have resurfaced. Her family is preparing to return to Alabama so that she can receive treatment. Please pray fdndrer and
FILYAf@ OLINByila FyR &82dzyASNI aAaidSNL @ ¢CKS FTrYAteQa ftlaid
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Another rea®n why we are missionaries

In his booK_et My Heart be Brokgi1955, McGrawHill), author Richard Gehman describes his journey into Japan, Korea, Hong Kong,
and India with the man who founded World Vision, Bob Pierce. At the start of his journey, Gelmmarpessimistic Christian: part
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life to sharing the love of God. About thrgearters of the way through the trip, he wrothke following words:

Next to the sight of those hopeless people living in the icehouse in Taegu [South Korea], | believe that those
rooftop dwellers affected me more than anything | have seen on this tripanbtget them out of my head. The
memory of their plight, and the accompanying echoes of the things Dave, McClain, and the doctor told me
[missionaries from various ministries the author visited], affect me so thagancomparingthe lives of those
three and the rest of my new friends with the life | lead. Mine seems empty and pointless when | compare it with
theirs, and this realization is disquieting, even unnerving. Befquétd know the course of my thoughts, | am
thinking of what | do for a limg in the States, of the stories | write about the film stars and the Broadway actors,
the chronicles of crime and violence, the articles about good things to eat and new ways to prepare them. For my
wife and me, it has never been a question of when we eawill we eat? It has been the pleasurable
contemplation of what we will eat next, or of where we will eat. And the same always has been true of most of my
friends. | personally know no one who ever starved. No relative of mine ever had lepnesigaddo hide from
headhunters, and none ever saw their homes washed away by floods or shaken to the ground by earthquakes. |
think of the incredible poverty of the people whom these missionaries are serving, of the children gathered in from
the streets of the lepers who sit in darkness waiting to die, of the old women pulling
themselves up the dark flights of stairs to carry a tomato can of contaminated water
to earn a fraction of a sent, and as these things come to me | reflect that Dale
McClain, in asingle teaminute visit to a family living on a rooftop, does more than |
do for my fellow man in a year. | amuse; he serves. What | feel is not a sense of guilt,
precisely; it is a sense of inadequacy and of pointlessness.

[The author then write about the amazing work a number of missionaries he has
seen are doing. He is amazed at their strength and calm assurance that their little bit
is making a difference in the world. He then concludes with these words:]

ol begin to feel strongly that I, too, 0
theirs, and as this feeling goes through me | realize that | am hoping that | can, and
that my hope is so powerful 1t is more tha




How tocontact us in Costa Rica
e-mail: southernbranch@peoplepc.com
Skype: opencircleperu (for video calls)
Phone 1: 678.701.3757 (An Atlanta number routed to our computer)
Phone 2: 011.506.2226.68.72 (thismber costs the same as an inter
national call, and it rings the phone in our home)
Snail Mail: La Familia McEuen (or any of our names)
Instituto de Lengua Espafiol
Apartado 1082350
San José, Costa Rica

Live from ©sta Rica!
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love to talk with you or your group from here in Costa Rica. Because of the wonders of technology, we can still talsuodayr
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dollar per hour), we can call you from our computer (or if you live within the Atlanta area, you can call us for free)wdfny to

see the person to whom you are talk, we can also set up a video conference. All you would need on your end is to download
Skype (for free atvww.skype.corp onto your computer. {nail us or call us at 678.701.3757 to talk about the options or to
schedd S I GAYS G2 GFf1 6A0K &2 dzNJarshe tdabighcodr Kompu@ss). |y ! Gt F yal  yd
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Need a tax break?

In need of an end of the year tax deduction? Remember, every gift to our ministry processed through The Mission Soeseity offi
tax deductable. Simplgomplete the form atwvww.themisisonsocity.org/people/mceuenor complete the form below and send it

in to the address at the bottom of the form

Photos (in order from the front)(title) the squatter community of EIl Mirador, CostaRic& t AT 'y R I FStt2g ai
on Dia de los CulturaSoraya with a young woman from church who loves playing with her; Todd working with a new friend (a
fellow missionary from Korea) on the missiwip to El Mirador Kia playing soccer with some local kids in San Carlos; Audra making
friends with the pasttlRad A FS FyR OKAf RNBY Ay 9f aANIR2NIT ! &K f SFRAy3

DEAR ASH, AUDRA, KI A, AYLIS$, TODD, AND SORAYA
Through careful and earnest praydnave come to the following decision:

I/we will pray for you. Please semde/usyour prayer letter. MEMBER
Please updatme by emalil
As God providesl/we will partner with you by giving $ per month / quarter /year
| would like to give a onéime gift of $ . Please contact usaig next year.

| would like to be your liaison with my church or organization.
I would like to organize an annual support raising event (e.g., sale, dinner, carwash, golf tournament, 5K run, ¢

Your name

Address

City State Zip

Phone ( ) Church

Please return this form (with your first gift, if applicable) to:

The Mission Society Designate gi ft s: f
PO Box 922637 =

Norcross,GA 300162637 => The Mission Society
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