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iFeliz Navidad!

Those words in the title ar8panisifor Merry ChristmasWe have®heard them very much yet, but Christmas has been in the air
for quite a while. Since before Makeen, in fact. Stores started displaying Christmas trees and ornaments for sale. Things hac
been on display for so long everything waem sale for half place a few weeks ago. That was a great advantage to us gringos who
wouldn®dare put out any fristmas deorations before Thanksgiving\ot realizing we could buy aditree, we bought a fake one
along with red and gold balls and lights to go on(Even at half price, it hurt toyt the money down,

but emotionally we needed something to help us during this time of yeay from family and
friends.) It looksmuy bonito(pretty) inour sala(living room).

We have a lot of traditions when it comes to this time of year, buthaee to learn how to
adapt this year. Sometimdsecauset is hard to get things (our traditional Christmas Eve
dinner is a German dish call&buladen but we probably wof® have it this year because
we need thinly sliced steak to roll with a sliced pickle and bac®the steakshere are
generally tough and dry, and pickles are nigh unto impossible to find.) Sometienesll
have to adapt because of cultural differences. Let me explaimeaof the things:

We worRbe putting up anativity scene.We have a very stylistic or{gist shapes that represent
the holy family) on display in the china cabinet in theimj room, butthere wor® be angels or
shepherds or wise men or the holy familg dsplay anywhere else. In the past, they have been
good visual reminders of the reason for the season. Here, however, they are seetafty id
amorg the majorly of evangelical Christians. In many of the Latin American Catholic
homes (but not in all), it is importario put up a nativity scene, but not as a simple
reminder. Ourempleada(house help) told us that the people pray to the figures in
the scene because they have been taught if they®@dhere will be bad luck in the
house throughout the entire year. hatQ why it is seen asolatry, and why we will

not have one this year.

On the other hand, we are hoping to participate inpasada something that does@®
happen much in the statesA posada is part of a nine day worship experience within the
Catholic conmunity here. It starts with people dressed as Mary and Joseph (sometimes along
with a donkey), knocking on somed@aloor and singing a traditional Christmas songc#jally for this occasion. In the gprthe
holy family asks for a place to stay for thehtig The people inside rpsnd with a song that sayéiNo, you canat stay here. We
don@know you¢ The holy family (now joined by the people in the first house) goes toéxt house and doede same. As the
parade growsso does the joy and excitement, until finally one house say&lcome id and a hugdiesta (party) along with a
pifiata is celebrated. This, ukk the nativity scene, is not idolatry. This is g
reenactment of sorts of the first journey to Bethlehem. Evengiif@tais a symbol RV B IeV/ERE o BN T=F- T o]0 W YV/o U111 113
of the Christian life. Traditionally havingseven points signifying the seven deadj§=I(Yeligealler=1|\VARTa (o0 s| =T a =1 N0 T e TN )Y,
sins (lust, greed, gluttonypride, envy, etc.), it is broken (signifying our need (@IIelERN@IN A lr=TuRpI(o fy- (o AR o g R 1A=
break from these sins) and a shower of candy (signifying the grace of God) JOVESTs[IeIR{a Nl (=1 A T Ve TN IE=1=Y o T NTE
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Christmas. Enjoy. Love one anoth@elebrate the coming of theddsiah. able to receive mail from Decembet?7
_ _ through January 5 (all our mail goes t
To God be the gloryljA Dios erda Gloria! the school and offices will be closed ove

and look forward to hearing from you.
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An update from the gate

It has been aother quiet month at the gate. Not many people have stopped by. We
do have our regulars, but rarely does aastger stop. Here are a few of the people

we met at the gate over the past few weeks:

1 Berrardo is an older gentleman who @& seenworking around town at odd
jobs. He comes by nearfyery day for lach or dinner, and so wee huilt a
relationship with him. Recently he told us his sister is inhthgpitalin Cartago
(at least twodifferent busses to gt there) and vershumbly asked for some bus
fare. Because wee known him for about three months now (at legstje trust
him and gave him some money (it was less than a dollar).
in another part of town and he told mhis sister was doing betterjGracias a Dios!

(Thanks be to God!)

| saw him a few days late

1 Two young boys stopped by asking for food. When asked where their parents where, they pointed to the next gate up th

street.

| looked and a womamolding a young chilévas asking our neighbor for help as wellasked the boys whahey

wanted. oFoodg they said. When | brought them some beans and rice, the younger started asking for clothes and toys anc

other things. | could honestly tell them we dilhave any.

Besidesit@ good bread.

AMCA International Youth Group
by Ayll (age 10)

AMCA International Youth Group #@syouth-focused
worship servicavhich meets every Saturday evening abeixt
blocks fromour house (I dor®remember what AMCA stand
for) ItQ for studentsin grades sixth through twelve, bu
sometimes former members who have gone away to collg
visit. | love going to AMCA becausés a chance for me tg
worship God in English (we go to a Spanish speakingition
Sunday Mornings, and | d@speak much Spanixlyet).

We have some studen¢aders who are in high schoo|
They lead music, gamesnd annauncements. When we get
there,we play a game. The games range from musical chaif
Pictionaryto how many shadow shapes we can makh our
handg After the game, we sing an opening song and hear sq
announements. Thenthe speaker for the weekgives a
message When the speaker finishes, the leaders turn off t
lights to sig some more agngs and to prayand mediate on
the week and our livesFor the last song, the leaders turn th
lights on andwve singanythingpretty upbeat. Until our parents
come to pick us up we just talk with each other and eat dinrj
AMCA is really fun.

i A man about 30 in a florescent orange vest worn by highway workers stopped by asking (in
Spanish very difficult to understantt)r food. He got some beans and rice (raw so he could cook it
at home). When | delivered it he askéor coffee to be put in his water bottle. When told we
didn@ have any prepared at the time, he glared at me and stalked @fhe word iggraciase |
muttered under my breath as | walked back into the house.
i A young mamamed Diego returned (we wrote about him a few montgo).
wanted money, but ended up with some food. He came back a few days later asking for
powdered milk for his frien@ baby. | got him some but, warned by the store owner th& he
a liar (which | already knew) and would sell it for drug moneld him he could have it in a
different bag(not the original containgr He did@want it that way and left without it.éit@
yours if you want i§ | said to him as he walked off3ut in a different bag. He came by &6
am the next morning to get it in another bagiNo more¢ | told him. We have@ seen him at
our gate since, but talking with others at schdw, has beewisitingthem.
i A young mother and her daughter stop by every week selling homemade (and often still
warm) carrot cake and banana bread. We usually buy a few pieces to help her support her family.

He

Prayers and Praises
Please pray with 06

C{ For the people who still come to the gate.

C{ We are still in need of long term financial partners to
partner with us weekly, monthly, serannually, or annually.

C{ Praise: the young ladiL5 years oldjor whom we asked
prayers last month is badk the states right now. Doctors
discovered a tumor in her leg, but it is benign anéull body

MRI came up negative. Praise God! She will be having surgery
on December 5 to remove the tumor. Please pray that all is
removed and that she can start living life to the fullest again.
She goes to school and AMCA with thaski

C{ Praise: We are learning Spanish® #mazing how we can
speak with people on the street and both understand what is
being said and be understood.

C{ Please pray for the timing of when we are supposed to go
to Peru. We have tickets fokpril 2009, but, asalways we
want to do Go@ will. Will our Spanish be sufficient? Should
we wait until August to go? There are a lot of details to work
through corterning this.

q Our family and friends, whom we love and miss very much



Another glimpse from the life of a missionary
Goodbyes
by Kia Louiséage 14)

0Give thanks in all circumstances, for this is God's will for you in Christ Jesus
¢ 1 Thessalonians 5:18

Being & MK | travel with my family from church to church, state to state, country ta
country. Whilewe travel | get manyopportunitiesto meet and grow close to people.
But whenl meet someone sooner or latell have to say goodbyeOver the st year
Lv@ had to say tos of goodbyedo best of best friendsgrandparents, my home, my
non-biologicalfamily, and everything th& familiar to me.

When we got to Colorado, met and bonded with three other teens. After three weeks
we had to say goodbye and leave eaxther. It was very, very hard. | tried not to cry
and look stupito be an adult. But O 2 dzf HRlyl adk the ¢ars;and theyflooded
down my cheeks aklooked at my friend who | may never see again. Thémhought
about what Mr. David Wilsofthe teen teacher) said earlier that dayfears are giftX|
hope it hurts when you say goodbye, because it meaas youRe loved well and have
been lovect Those wordcomforted me a lot.

Now here in Cost RicaQé once again made very close friends and had amazi
experienceswith them. Six of my new friends are leaving witteir families in wo
weeks. When they@e gone,their absence will changeofpurn (my school)completely.
After only four months,| already have to say another very hard dbge once again. |
totally think that goodbyes are sad, ahdiishthat word R A Rhv@ ib come out bmy
mouth, butl g 2 dzf t&k¢ Beidk a single day thev@spent with the teensv@met.

Some people try to run away from saying goodbgeause they know it will hurfThey
leave before everyonetarts, but when they combdackand everyone is gone, they
realize that they may never sdbeir friends again, and they wish that they had spent
every last minute thegouldwith their friends. @her people try to blek the painthat
comes with goodbyes by not getting close toyane, and by not getting clesit@ true
that they R 2 yh&@ as much pain and gfjéut they also missed out on love.

When| know that ) have to say goodlgysoon and see another friend leave again,
try, to the best of my abilityto spendtime and comfort them upd the lastsecondl
have with them.l do this becausé know whatLIll®e feeling and how to handle it (
learned this inColoradg but my newfound friends may not. As a friend to therfeel
like I need to help and suppothem in this difficult ime.

| know that!| will think of and miss them, butllCalways remember what we did
together, andL @évér forget what they meant to me. Goodbyes are masfinitely
not fun, but they@e part of life and we all need to roll with the punches ayiak thanks
in all circumstances.

Live from Costa Rica!

We would still love to talk with you or your group from here in Costa Rica. Because of the wonders of technology, Wéatlatosti
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you want to see the person to whom you are talking, we can also set up a vidésrexwe. All you would need on your end is to
download Skype (for free atww.skype.com onto your computer. #nail us or call us at 678.701.3757 to talk about the options or
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http://www.skype.com/

Need a tax break?

In need of an end of the year tax dedion? Let® help one another outRemember, every gift to our ministry processed through
The Mission Society offices is tax deductable. Simply complete the fasmnatthemisisonsociety.org/people/mceuar complete

the form below and send it in to the address at the bottom of the foide need your ongoing financial support. You need an extra
tax write-off.

Photos (in order from the front):(title) One of the manylamacia(Hibiscu} flowers along the streets of San José; Agind Ash
decorating the Christmas Tree; Soraya deciding which ornament to eéttaeput on the tree; Audra talking with some local kids at
a Christmas party given for them by students at Baeguageinstitute; Kia handing out gift bags at the saperty as the kidsvere
leaving; Kia and her frienghot boyfriend), Maug; Aylliwith her friend, Tara; Todd with his friend (and our neighbors), Luke; and
Audra playing cards with a group oehds at our Thanksgiving dinner.

DEAR ASH, AUDRA, KI'A, AYLI §, TODD, AND SORAYM

Through careful and earnest praydnave come to the following decision: Ec FA

I/we will pray for you. Please senmde/usyour prayer letter. W

Please updatme by email
As God providesl/we will partner with you by giving $ per month / quarter /year

| would like to give a on¢ime gift of $ . Please contact us again next year.

| would like to be your liaison with mghurch or organization.

| would like to organize an annual support raising event (e.g., sale, dinner, carwash, golf tournament, 5K run, ¢

Your name

Address

City State Zip

Phong( ) Church

Please return this form (with your first gift, if applicable) to:

The Mission Society Designate gifts: f
PO Box 922637 =

Norcross, GA 30012637 => The Mission Society
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http://www.themisisonsociety.org/people/mceuen

