
WeΩd love to hear from you either 
electronically, through snail mail or by 
phone.  Our contact information is on the 
header of this newsletter.  If you send us 
mail please be sure to put our names at 
the top (right before Instituto de Lengua 
Española)   That way it will get to us more 
easily.  Also, please note we will not be 
able to receive mail from December 17 
through January 5 (all our mail goes to 
the school and offices will be closed over 
the Christmas holidays).  We love you all 
and look forward to hearing from you. 
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¡Feliz Navidad!   
Those words in the title are Spanish for Merry Christmas.  We havenΩt heard them very much yet, but Christmas has been in the air 
for quite a while.  Since before Halloween, in fact.  Stores started displaying Christmas trees and ornaments for sale.  Things had 
been on display for so long everything went on sale for half place a few weeks ago.  That was a great advantage to us gringos who 
wouldnΩt dare put out any Christmas decorations before Thanksgiving.  Not realizing we could buy a live tree, we bought a fake one 
along with red and gold balls and lights to go on it.  (Even at half price, it hurt to put the money down, 
but emotionally we needed something to help us during this time of year away from family and 
friends.)  It looks muy bonito (pretty) in our sala (living room).   

 
We have a lot of traditions when it comes to this time of year, but we have to learn how to 
adapt this year.  Sometimes because it is hard to get things (our traditional Christmas Eve 
dinner is a German dish called Rouladen, but we probably wonΩt have it this year because 
we need thinly sliced steak to roll with a sliced pickle and bacon.  The steaks here are 
generally tough and dry, and pickles are nigh unto impossible to find.)  Sometimes we will 
have to adapt because of cultural differences.  Let me explain a one of the things: 
 
We wonΩt be putting up a nativity scene.  We have a very stylistic one (just shapes that represent 
the holy family) on display in the china cabinet in the dining room, but there wonΩt be angels or 

shepherds or wise men or the holy family on display anywhere else.  In the past, they have been 
good visual reminders of the reason for the season.  Here, however, they are seen as idolatry 

among the majority of evangelical Christians.  In many of the Latin American Catholic 
homes (but not in all), it is important to put up a nativity scene, but not as a simple 
reminder.  Our empleada (house help) told us that the people pray to the figures in 
the scene because they have been taught if they donΩt, there will be bad luck in the 
house throughout the entire year.  ThatΩs why it is seen as idolatry, and why we will 
not have one this year.  

 
On the other hand, we are hoping to participate in a posada, something that doesnΩt 

happen much in the states.  A posada is part of a nine day worship experience within the 
Catholic community here.  It starts with people dressed as Mary and Joseph (sometimes along 

with a donkey), knocking on someoneΩs door and singing a traditional Christmas song specifically for this occasion.  In the song, the 
holy family asks for a place to stay for the night.  The people inside respond with a song that says, άNo, you cannot stay here.  We 
donΩt know you.έ  The holy family (now joined by the people in the first house) goes to the next house and does the same.  As the 
parade grows, so does the joy and excitement, until finally one house says, άWelcome inέ and a huge fiesta (party) along with a 
piñata is celebrated.  This, unlike the nativity scene, is not idolatry.  This is a 
reenactment of sorts of the first journey to Bethlehem.  Even the piñata is a symbol 
of the Christian life.  Traditionally having seven points signifying the seven deadly 
sins (lust, greed, gluttony, pride, envy, etc.), it is broken (signifying our need to 
break from these sins) and a shower of candy (signifying the grace of God) flows 
from above.   
 
New events.  New experiences.  A new culture. Change is good, right?  We are 
feeling blessed.  Wherever you are and whatever you doΧ ¡Feliz Navidad!  Merry 
Christmas.  Enjoy.  Love one another.  Celebrate the coming of the Messiah.   

 
To God be the glory!   ¡A Dios era la Gloria!  
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An update from the gate 
It has been another quiet month at the gate.  Not many people have stopped by.  We 
do have our regulars, but rarely does a stranger stop.  Here are a few of the people 
we met at the gate over the past few weeks: 

¶ Bernardo is an older gentleman who weΩve seen working around town at odd 
jobs.  He comes by nearly every day for lunch or dinner, and so weΩve built a 
relationship with him.  Recently he told us his sister is in the hospital in Cartago 
(at least two different busses to get there) and very humbly asked for some bus 
fare.  Because weΩve known him for about three months now (at least), we trust 
him and gave him some money (it was less than a dollar).  I saw him a few days later 
in another part of town and he told me his sister was doing better.  ¡Gracias a Dios! 
(Thanks be to God!) 

¶ Two young boys stopped by asking for food.  When asked where their parents where, they pointed to the next gate up the 
street.  I looked and a woman holding a young child was asking our neighbor for help as well.  I asked the boys what they 
wanted.  άFood,έ they said.  When I brought them some beans and rice, the younger started asking for clothes and toys and 
other things.  I could honestly tell them we didnΩt have any.   

¶ A man about 30 in a florescent orange vest worn by highway workers stopped by asking (in 
Spanish very difficult to understand) for food.  He got some beans and rice (raw so he could cook it 

at home).  When I delivered it he asked for coffee to be put in his water bottle.  When told we 
didnΩt have any prepared at the time, he glared at me and stalked off.  άThe word is gracias,έ I 

muttered under my breath as I walked back into the house.   

¶ A young man named Diego returned (we wrote about him a few months ago).  He 
wanted money, but ended up with some food.  He came back a few days later asking for 
powdered milk for his friendΩs baby.  I got him some but, warned by the store owner that heΩs 
a liar (which I already knew) and would sell it for drug money, told him he could have it in a 
different bag (not the original container).  He didnΩt want it that way and left without it.  άItΩs 
yours if you want it,έ I said to him as he walked off, άBut in a different bag.έ  He came by at 6 

am the next morning to get it in another bag.  άNo more,έ I told him.  We havenΩt seen him at 
our gate since, but talking with others at school, he has been visiting them.   

¶ A young mother and her daughter stop by every week selling homemade (and often still 
warm) carrot cake and banana bread.  We usually buy a few pieces to help her support her family.  

Besides, itΩs good bread.   
 

Prayers and Praises 

Please pray with usΧ 

ɖ    For the people who still come to the gate. 

ɖ  We are still in need of long term financial partners to 
partner with us weekly, monthly, semi-annually, or annually.   

ɖ    Praise:  the young lady (15 years old) for whom we asked 
prayers last month is back in the states right now.  Doctors 
discovered a tumor in her leg, but it is benign and a full body 
MRI came up negative.  Praise God!  She will be having surgery 
on December 5 to remove the tumor.  Please pray that all is 
removed and that she can start living life to the fullest again.  
She goes to school and AMCA with the kids. 

ɖ    Praise:  We are learning Spanish!  ItΩs amazing how we can 
speak with people on the street and both understand what is 
being said and be understood.   

ɖ    Please pray for the timing of when we are supposed to go 
to Peru.  We have tickets for April 2009, but, as always, we 
want to do GodΩs will.  Will our Spanish be sufficient?  Should 
we wait until August to go?  There are a lot of details to work 
through concerning this.  

ɖ    Our family and friends, whom we love and miss very much 

AMCA International Youth Group 
 by AyliǏ  (age 10) 
 

AMCA International Youth Group is a youth-focused 
worship service which meets every Saturday evening about six 
blocks from our house.  (I donΩt remember what AMCA stands 
for.)  ItΩs for students in grades sixth through twelve, but 
sometimes former members who have gone away to college 
visit.  I love going to AMCA because it is a chance for me to 
worship God in English (we go to a Spanish speaking church on 
Sunday Mornings, and I donΩt speak much SpanishΧyet).   

 
We have some student leaders who are in high school.  

They lead music, games, and announcements.  When we get 
there, we play a game. The games range from musical chairs to 
Pictionary to how many shadow shapes we can make with our 
hands! After the game, we sing an opening song and hear some 
announcements. Then the speaker for the week gives a 
message. When the speaker finishes, the leaders turn off the 
lights to sing some more songs and to pray and meditate on 
the week and our lives. For the last song, the leaders turn the 
lights on and we sing anything pretty upbeat. Until our parents 
come to pick us up we just talk with each other and eat dinner. 
AMCA is really fun.  
 



Another glimpse from the life of a missionary 
Goodbyes 
by Kia Louise (age 14) 
 
άGive thanks in all circumstances, for this is God's will for you in Christ Jesusέ  
ς 1 Thessalonians 5:18 
 
Being an MK, I travel with my family from church to church, state to state, country to 
country. While we travel, I get many opportunities to meet and grow close to people. 
But when I meet someone, sooner or later I have to say goodbye. Over the past year 
LΩve had to say tons of goodbyes to best of best friends, grandparents, my home, my 
non-biological family, and everything thatΩs familiar to me.  
 
When we got to Colorado, I met and bonded with three other teens. After three weeks 
we had to say goodbye and leave each other. It was very, very hard. I tried not to cry 
and look stupidΧto be an adult. But I ŎƻǳƭŘƴΩǘ hold back the tears; and they flooded 
down my cheeks as I looked at my friends who I may never see again. Then I thought 
about what Mr. David Wilson (the teen teacher) said earlier that day, άTears are giftsΧI 
hope it hurts when you say goodbye, because it means that youΩve loved well and have 
been loved.έ   Those words comforted me a lot.  
 
Now here in Cost Rica, IΩve once again made very close friends and had amazing 
experiences with them. Six of my new friends are leaving with their families in two 
weeks. When theyΩre gone, their absence will change Sojourn (my school) completely.  
After only four months, I already have to say another very hard goodbye once again. I 
totally think that goodbyes are sad, and I wish that word ŘƛŘƴΩǘ have to come out of my 
mouth, but I ǿƻǳƭŘƴΩǘ take back a single day that LΩve spent with the teens LΩve met. 
 
Some people try to run away from saying goodbye because they know it will hurt. They 
leave before everyone starts, but when they come back and everyone is gone, they 
realize that they may never see their friends again, and they wish that they had spent 
every last minute they could with their friends. Other people try to block the pain that 
comes with goodbyes by not getting close to anyone, and by not getting close, itΩs true 
that they ŘƻƴΩǘ have as much pain and grief, but they also missed out on love.  
 
When I know that IΩll have to say goodbye soon and see another friend leave again, I 
try, to the best of my ability, to spend time and comfort them up to the last second I 
have with them. I do this because I know what LΩll be feeling and how to handle it (I 
learned this in Colorado) but my newfound friends may not. As a friend to them, I feel 
like I need to help and support them in this difficult time.  
 
I know that I will think of and miss them, but LΩll always remember what we did 
together, and LΩƭƭ never forget what they meant to me. Goodbyes are most definitely 
not fun, but theyΩre part of life and we all need to roll with the punches and give thanks 
in all circumstances.  

 
Live from Costa Rica! 
We would still love to talk with you or your group from here in Costa Rica.  Because of the wonders of technology, we can still talk to 
ȅƻǳǊ {ǳƴŘŀȅ {ŎƘƻƻƭ ŎƭŀǎǎΣ aŜƴΩǎ ƻǊ ²ƻƳŜƴΩǎ ƎǊƻǳǇΣ ŎƻƳƳƛǘǘŜŜΣ ƻǊ ǿƘŀǘŜǾŜǊ ƎǊƻǳǇ ȅƻǳ ǿƻǳƭŘ ƭike.  For just a $0.021 a minute 
όǘƘŀǘΩǎ ŀōƻǳǘ ŀ ŘƻƭƭŀǊ ǇŜǊ ƘƻǳǊύΣ ǿŜ Ŏŀƴ Ŏŀƭƭ ȅƻǳ ŦǊƻƳ ƻǳǊ ŎƻƳǇǳǘŜǊ όƻǊ ƛŦ ȅƻǳ ƭƛǾŜ ǿƛǘƘƛƴ ǘƘŜ !ǘƭŀƴǘŀ ŀǊŜŀΣ ȅƻǳ Ŏŀƴ Ŏŀƭƭ ǳǎ for free).  If 
you want to see the person to whom you are talking, we can also set up a video conference.  All you would need on your end is to 
download Skype (for free at www.skype.com) onto your computer.  E-mail us or call us at 678.701.3757 to talk about the options or 
tƻ ǎŎƘŜŘǳƭŜ ŀ ǘƛƳŜ ǘƻ ǘŀƭƪ ǿƛǘƘ ȅƻǳǊ ƎǊƻǳǇ όǘƘŀǘΩǎ ŀƴ !ǘƭŀƴǘŀ ƴǳƳōŜǊ ǘƘŀǘ ǿŜ answer through our computer). 
 
  

http://www.skype.com/


Need a tax break? 
In need of an end of the year tax deduction?  LetΩs help one another out.  Remember, every gift to our ministry processed through 
The Mission Society offices is tax deductable.  Simply complete the form at www.themisisonsociety.org/people/mceuen or complete 
the form below and send it in to the address at the bottom of the form.  We need your ongoing financial support.  You need an extra 
tax write-off.   
 
Photos (in order from the front):  (title) One of the many Jamacia (Hibiscus) flowers along the streets of San José; AyliǏ and Ash 
decorating the Christmas Tree; Soraya deciding which ornament to eat..er,Χ to put on the tree; Audra talking with some local kids at 
a Christmas party given for them by students at the language institute; Kia handing out gift bags at the same party as the kids were 
leaving; Kia and her friend (not boyfriend), Maug; AyliǏ with her friend, Tara; Todd with his friend (and our neighbors), Luke; and 
Audra playing cards with a group of friends at our Thanksgiving dinner.  

 

 

DEAR ASH, AUDRA, KIA, AYLIś, TODD, AND SORAYA, 

 

Through careful and earnest prayer, I have come to the following decision: 

 

 I/we will pray for you.  Please send me/us your prayer letter. 

 Please update me by e-mail ________________________________________________________________________  

 As God provides, I/we will  partner with you by giving $ __________ per month / quarter /year 

 I would like to give a one-time gift of $ __________.  Please contact us again next year.   

 I would like to be your liaison with my church or organization. 

 I would like to organize an annual support raising event (e.g., sale, dinner, carwash, golf tournament, 5K run, etc) 

 

 

Your name ____________________________________________________________________________________________  

 

Address ______________________________________________________________________________________________  

 

City_____________________________________________________ State________________ Zip _____________________  

 

Phone (______) ___________________________ Church ______________________________________________________  

 

Please return this form (with your first gift, if applicable) to: 

The Mission Society Designate gifts:  ñMcEuen Support 5/232ò 

PO Box 922637 

Norcross, GA  30010-2637 

 

 

 
 

 

http://www.themisisonsociety.org/people/mceuen

