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No one lives like that!
e were talking recently with someone from the states who had watched the movie
\ASIumdog Millionaire with some friends of theirs. The movie, set in the slums of India, is
about a boy trying to escape the poverty in which he was raised so that he could win
the love of a woman. In order to bring about this change, the boy needs to win 20 million
rupees on a game show. The story won a lot of awards and accolades from around the world,
but after watching the movie, one of the other members of the audience turned to our friends

and said, “That was a good movie, but n
My firstcc omment back to those who were t ,
passport?” People do Iive like that \

and progressive country in Central America, in a matter of just a few minutes from our house,
we can show them the poverty we still have trouble comprehending.

We can take them to the quickly built house of a young girl who will never walk again
because she was in the car when her parents decided to drive home after drinking too much.
She has a wheelchair, but it is too small for her growing body, and her family cannot afford to
buy a new one.

We can show you an elderly man who can walk, but with extreme difficulty. He gets
around by sitting in a plastic lawn chair attached to wheels.

We can introduce you to a 65 year old man who is afraid he’ll end up on the streets again because the government is about
to cut off his pension payments that he uses to pay for a room. In order to keep it,
he has to get to the office on the other side of town by Monday, but he doesn’t have
the one dollar he needs to take the two busses there and the two busses back. He
has to choose between begging for food in order to save his money for the bus, or to
lose the place he stays.

We can tell you about a woman who’s mother died from breast cancer,
whose sister is currently getting radiation treatment for breast cancer, and who
currently has a lump in her own breast. The doctors say it isn’t cancer yet, but it
needs to come out soon so that it doesn’t develop into something that can take her
life. She has no money to pay a private doctor and has to use the public system like
most of the other people. They scheduled the surgery to have the lump removed:
one year from now.

We can take you to a community where houses are made of whatever
material can be found: old wood, sheet metal, plastic sheets, or even just plain old newspapers. Something is better than nothing.

We can then show you an addiction rehabilitation center where thirty men share one bathroom that reeks of human waste.
The walls are concrete blocks and the floor is poured concrete. When it rains on the metal roof, the echoing sound is deafening.

We can walk around the community and see children working to earn money for their families instead of going to school.

We can let you talk to some of the kids who want to learn but who hate
going to school because the teacher tells them to read pages so-and-so, and then
disappears only to return the next day to test them on the previous day’s lesson.
This happens often day by day with teachers who hate their jobs, but it’s better
this than collecting garbage.

We can introduce you to young people in the community who have no
dreams because the community says if you dream of a better life, you are a fool.

We can show you the roads filled with potholes because the government
has no more money left to fix them after the politicians have lined their pockets.

We can let you breathe the black exhaust from the overfilled public
transportation busses, many of which are old school buses, too tired and worn out




to be of use in the states anymore.

We can ride those busses and translate for you as people of all ages try to sell you candy bars or toothbrushes or whatever
else they can to make a few colones (that’s the money here).

We can walk downtown and see beggars with gaping wounds trying to earn a living off of our pity and turned stomachs.

We can take you to the area around Volcan Poas where there are families who lost their homes and fields for growing crops
in the earthquake back in January. Most were uninsured because they could not afford it. They lost everything, and nearly six
months later have yet to receive any assistance from the government. Private groups are doing what they can.

We can show you houses with no glass in the windows. Houses without electricity. Houses without running water. We
wouldn’t have to look very far.

We don’t want to send the wrong impression with all this. There are a lot of good things happening here. There are
wonderful people who live here. The thing is, the pictures we see on the vacation programs on TV and the travel brochures aren’t
lies, per se, but they are only telling a part of the story of Costa Rica. It breaks our hearts to see the conditions in which a lot of
people around us are living. And then, we realize the rest of Central America is much worse off than here. So, yeah, people do live
like that. Not just here, but in places all around the world. Why them and not us, | don’t know. But | do know this, it makes us feel
humbledandb | essed ...

/ A7 s ) Alisdodd, )

Devotion: Bloom where you are planted

was at the local hardware store a few months ago when | saw some
I flower seeds. We live in the tropics and we see beautiful flowers here

all the time: hibiscus, bird of paradise, bougainvilleas, roses, and a lot of
others | don’t even know the names of. These flower seeds were different.
They were flowers with common names like the ones we planted in the states:
zinnia, bachelor’s buttons, sunflowers and daisies. Whispers of memories
floated through my mind as | looked at the pictures on the packets. | bought
some and took them home. Pulling weeks and rearranging our flower beds, |
made room so | could sow the seeds. We watched anxiously to see if they
would germinate. They did. That s, all but the daisies did. And last week the
zinnias won the race and became the first to bloom. | was worried these
heirloom, grandmother’s garden flowers would look out of place here with the
rest of the topical garden, but they don’t. They fit in and look good. They're different, but they work. Maybe we're like
that here in Latin America. We stand out. We look different. We talk with an accent. But it works. In some

abroad, from Latin missionem (noun missio) "act of sending," from mittere "to send," the
oldest form was probably smittere, of unknown origin. Diplomatic sense of "body of persons
sent to a foreign land on commercial or political business" is from 1626. In American English, it
sometimes means "an embassy" (1805). The meaning "the dispatch of an aircraft on a military
operation" (1929, American English) later extended to spacecraft flights (1962), hence, mission control
(1964). As a style of furniture, said to be imitative of furniture of original Spanish missions to North
America, it is attested from 1900.
Other words with the same root: (Mittere—t he Lati n word meani
r e | €:ammmirhission, mess, submit, admit, omit, permit,
missive, transmit, remit, surmise, demise,
commit, dismiss, message,
emit, intermission, missile,
premise, promise, and mass
(as in the worship service in
the Catholic Church).

T he word Mission is first recorded as being used in 1598, originally of Jesuits sending members

strange way.we fit in, too. To God be the
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|l n case you were wonderinge



|l n ministry in Costa Ricaépreparing
n addition to learning Spanish, we are doing what we can to help spread the love of God with the people of Costa Rica.
I Among other things, these are some of the ministries in which we are involved:

Taller Infantil— The name means Children’s Workshop. 1t meets every other Saturday in a home about three blocks from our
house. Here we play games and teach stories to children and youth from poor families in the community. Afterwards we share a
lunch with them.

Casa ddRestauracion- This is a residential program for men who are trying to overcome addictions of various types. Ash goes
every Monday to talk with them, and takes turns leading the lessons (a spiritually based twelve step program).

Student CounciBoth Audra and Ash are serving their fellow students as members of the student council. Audra serves as
representative and go-between for the academy where the kids are attending school. Ash serves as one of the student chaplains.

English classesAsh and Audra teach English to local Spanish speakers every Wednesday for two hours. The kids get involved
when they can by either watching their baby sister, or coming to classes and working with kids their own age.

LaCarpie-Ki a and Ayl i § go o0 c araaswitbthear yolthgrodp to hetp apeead thé lové ofi Garists Th u m
their latest trip, they helped provide a surprise beauty treatment for local teens.

Video Available

f you would like a copy of a video to share with your church or small group, we would be happy to send you one. Just send us
I an e-mail or letter to let us know (contact information is on the last page of this newsletter. The video is in two parts: a
seven minute video introducing us as a family and our ministry to Peru; and a three minute video introducing the Taller
Infantil. If anyone knows an efficient way to send large files over the internet, please let us know. Otherwise, we

can send you a DVD through the mail.




How to contact us

Snail Mail: The McEuen Family (or any of our names)
Instituto de Lengua Espafiola
Apartado 1002350
San José, Costa Rica

E-Mail: southernbranch@peoplepc.com

Blog: www.opencircleperu.org/wordpress

Online Photo Album: picasaweb.google.com/OpenCirclePeru

Phone: 678.701.3757 (Atlanta area number we answer through our computer)
2226.6872 (local number here in Costa Rica)
Our phone (and skype) is hooked through our computer in a back room. We will try to listen fartbge |
but sometimes (okay, often) miss it. Leave a message, and we will get back to you.

Skype Name: opencircleperu (Skype is a free download and we can talk for free)

Photos (in order from the frontlCoffee is one of the main exports of the country. The best is shipped out, but some of the good stuff

isstillhere. Homes in San Carl os and two of the residents. A zin
InBioParque durin@ break from school. Ash with some pigeons. Todd at Taller Infantil. Audra reading a story to the children at th
Tall er . Kia preparing to work with the kids. Ay linithe paskn d ¢

DEAR ASH, AUDRA, KIA, AYLI S, TODD, AND SORAY
Through careful and earnest prayer, | have come to the following decision:

I/we will pray for you. Please send me/us your prayer letter.
Please update me bynaail
As God provides, I/we will partnevith you by giving $ per month / quarter /year
| would like to give a ondime gift of $ . Please contact us again next year.

| would like to be your liaison with my church or organization.

| would like to organize an annual suppising event (e.g., sale, dinner, carwash, golf tournament, 5K run, etc)

Your name

Address

City State Zip

Phone ( ) Church

Please return thierm (with your first gift, if applicable) to:

The Mission Society Designate gifts: f
PO Box 922637 =

Norcross, GA 300162637 <= The Mission Society
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