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We didn´t take enough pictures 
 uring a lot of our training to become missionaries, we were told to take tons of pictures the first two weeks we are in a new 
country or culture.  This is important, we were told, because after a few weeks, the things that at first were amazing, 

extraordinary and completely foreign start becoming common, ordinary, and part of everyday life.  A good theory, we thought, 

but how can it really be like that?  I mean, there are a lot of things about Costa Rica that will 

never be “normal” to us.  Okay, we admit it.  We were wrong.  Here are just a few of the things 

we´ve gotten used to in the past eight months: 

1.  Razor Wire.  Stretched above a lot of the fences is razor wire (think about a cross between 

barbed wire and a slinky and you´re getting pretty close).  It´s to keep the bad guys out, we´re 

told.  How could we possibly get used to seeing day care centers that looked more like prisons 

than places for children to play and learn?  I guess it happened because we see it every day. 

2.  Motorcycles.  A lot of people ride motorcycles.  It is easier for them to get around the city by 

dodging taxis and squeezing between buses.  Places that deliver food to homes use motorcycles 

for that very reason.  Could we ever get used to getting seven pizzas and three large bottles of 
Pepsi along with two orders of bread sticks (we get together with friends sometimes) on the back 

of a motorcycle?  Yeah, it´s posible.   

3.  Dodging cars.  When crossing streets we´ve learned to look in all directions (not just “both 

ways”) before and during our move from one side to the other.  While waiting on the corners to 

cross, we´ve grown accustomed to stepping back to give the right of way to any driver not 

interested in staying in his or her lane.  Drivers of cars don´t watch out for us.  That´s not their 

responsibility.  It´s ours.  One gets used to it. 

4.  Uneven sidewalks.  The sidewalk in front of a house here is owned by the owner of the 

house.  They therefore have the right to do with it as they please.  Sometimes to make it easier to back their car out, they pour a 

cement ramp.  Sometimes for beauty sake, they put tile out front that gets very slick with slime during the rainy season.  Sometimes 

they get old and start falling apart.  It doesn´t matter.  We learn to walk on it and don´t fall very much anymore.   

5.  House plants.  Not the ones inside.  The ones outside.  The plants sold in the states for lots of money as houseplants are grown 

everywhere here.  Some are literally considered weeds.  Working in the small flower beds in our back yard it was hard to decide what 

needed to be pulled and what would sell for $10.95 at Home Depot.   

6.  Public transportation.  We have neither driven a car nor sat behind the wheel of one in eight months.  Everywhere we go is either 

by taxi, by bus, on foot, or in someone else´s car.  It´s cheap.  It´s pretty efficient.  It gets us there.  What´s funny, is a lot of the busses 

are retired Bluebird school buses from the states.  By the door is a label that says something like, “Made in LaFayette, GA.”  

(LaFayette is only about 10 miles from where we used to live.)  A bonus of public 

transportation:  we´ve learned to ride crammed shoulder to shoulder standing up 

through tight corners and slammed brakes.  Pretty cool! 

7.  Waiting.  There is a lot of waiting for things.  Waiting for the cashier at the store 

to change the paper in the cash register or to run next door to get change or to receive 

payment for a light bill (see number 8) or something else.  Waiting for the bus that 
has a schedule something like “buses will be by when they come sometime between 

5 am and 10 pm.”  Waiting at the bank.  Waiting for a doctor´s appointment.  We´ve 

learned to carry books or homework with us.   

8.  Paying our bills at the grocery store.  Either there or at the bank.  That´s where 

it´s done.  Bills are put in our gates (we don´t have mail boxes) or tossed into the 

yard.  When we find them, we go to the store and pay there.  Even if we don´t find 

the bill, it´s our responsibility to go pay it.   
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9.  Fresh fruit and veggies.  There´s not much better than fresh pineapple for about a dollar.  Bananas with prices that are, well, 

bananas.  Mangos, Papayas, and lots of other stuff we´ve never seen before than taste great.  They are sold everywhere.  What we 

don´t have though is okra.  We haven´t seen a single one in eight months.   

10.  Beans and rice.  We´ve probably gone through a couple of hundred pounds of beans and rice since we´ve been here.  Really.  I´m 

not exaggerating.  We´ve eaten a lot.  We´ve given a lot to the people who knock on our gate.  We eat arroz con frijoles (beans and 

rice), gallo pinto (beans and rice for breakfast), arroz con pollo (rice and chicken), arroz con atun (rice and tuna), arroz con papas (rice 
and potatoes), arroz con papaya verde (rice with green papaya) and so on.   

We could go on, but I won´t now.  We love the culture and we love the people.  These are some of the things we´ve grown used to.  

There are other things that are still strange and foreign.  That´s fine.  It keeps us on our toes.  We are blessed.   

 Be blessed in all you do.  ¡A Dios sea la Gloria! 

 

 

You can´t hide from God 

or I´m persuaded to believe nothing can separate us from the love of God… even ourselves.  Even when we choose to run as far 

as we can, we look behind us and there God is again.   

This paradox is wonderful and terrible depending on our point of view.  For the person unjustly jailed, praying for the power of 

God to change circumstances, peace is knowing God is near.  But for the ones who don´t know the freedom God gives through the 

free gift of Jesus and who only believe they are not good enough, God´s presence can be terrifying.     

That God takes the time to be with us is amazing.  God has “better” things to do and yet, he is with us anyway.  (Audra) 

 

A Cultural Perspective 

e took our zip drive (that´s one of those things that we can use to save files from our computer) to a local photo shop to get 

some prayer cards with updated photos printed.  When we went to pick them up, the man behind the counter said, “I see you are 

going to Peru,” (he said this in Spanish, of course), “I´m from Peru.”  He then told us a story: 

When my son was born (about 20 years ago it looked like to us), I used to smoke.  Inflation was 

really bad then, and a pack of cigarettes cost a half million soles (pronounced so LACE).  The 

largest bill printed was only 50 soles, so in order to buy a pack, I had to have a stack of bills this 

high (he indicated a spot about three feet off the floor).  People were walking around with pockets 

bulging with money, but no one bothered them or robbed them, because they knew it wasn´t worth 

anything. 

We don´t know about you, but that is hard for us to imagine.  Ash had a German teacher in high school, though, who said it was like 

that in Germany after World War II.  A person had to take a wheel barrel of money to the bakery to buy a loaf of bread.   

These stories make us stop and wonder:  Hmm, maybe things aren´t great, but maybe—just maybe—they aren´t quite as bad as they 

could be… 

 

Ongoing ministry 

ur first and most important job this year is to learn Spanish.  If we don´t do a good job of that by (as Ash´s tutor says) squeezing 

the juice out of the root, our ministry in Peru will not be nearly as effective as it could be.  Our initial plan was to move to Peru 

in about a month, but after a lot of prayer, we decided in February to extend our stay in language school until August.  This will 
give us time to cement the grammar rules more solidly in our minds and to learn more vocabulary.  So we continue to practice and 

speak and make mistakes and speak again and make more mistakes and try again until we get it right.  This, however, is not keeping 

us from doing some ministry here in the meantime.   

Saturday Ministry.  We don´t know if this ministry has an official name, but every fifteen days (every two weeks) we work with 

children from underprivileged neighborhoods come to hear a bible story, do an activity, play games and have lunch.  Ash and Audra 

are working with about ten kids ages 8 through 13.   They don´t speak English, so it is great Spanish practice as well. 

English classes.  Every Wednesday night for the past eight weeks, we have been teaching English to a group of men, women and 

adolescents in a program nearby.  We don´t have much time each week, but they are learning and we are able to share the love of God 

with them through the lessons and our relationships with them.   
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People at the gate.  We still regularly talk with indigents who live in the street and beg for food (which we give) and money (which 

we don´t).  Sometimes they are grateful.  Sometimes they are not.  To read about a recent adventure with one of them, read our blog 

from March 19 (http://www.opencircleperu.org/wordpress/?p=281).  

 

Financial Update 

hings are looking up, but we still need faithful partners in the ministry if we are to stay on the mission field.  This is how some 

things stand right now.   

1.  Our ongoing ministry accounts needs to have a balance above $21,000.  We are hovering around that mark right now.   

2.  We are still lacking regular monthly/bimonthly/quarterly support that will meet our monthly needs.  When this is 

reached, our ministry account (above) will not decrease as much on a month to month basis. 

3.  We have a praise report:  We´ve had at least two new churches have promised us support within the past month.   

 

Are you on our wall? 

ne of the walls in our house is full of pictures from all over the world.  It´s our 

prayer wall.  We don´t pray for everyone on the wall all the time, but when we 

pass by and see a face, we often ask God to bless them.  Are you on our wall?  If 

not, please send us a picture (either by e-mail or by snail mail) and we´ll put you up 

there.   

 

Please join us as we pray 
  
 lease pray with us for the following: 

¶ Decisions for the coming school term.  We don´t know 

what is the right type of classes and learning in which to 
be involved.  Ask for God´s guidance in this. 

  

¶ Our ability to speak Spanish. 

 

¶ Health.  A lot of viruses are going around that really 

aren´t any fun at all.  Please pray that we all remain 

healthy. 

  

¶ Our spiritual lives.  Please pray that we may all grow 

closer to God during our time here. 

  

¶ Praise!  Kia tried out for the school praise band and was 

accepted. 

  

¶ AyliŜ and Kia are helping with a school play.  Please 

pray that the experience will be a positive one. 

¶ Good friends of ours dealing with Alzheimer’s. 

  

¶ The people who come to our gate.  Some of the stories 

are true.  Others are lies.  Pray for our ability to 

discern which is which. 

  

¶ Ash as he serves as chaplain at the language school 

so that he can make the right decisions in leadership. 

  

¶ Praise!  Audra had a fantastic time of rest, relaxation, 

and spiritual growth at the women´s retreat last month.  

Thank you for your prayers.   

  

¶ Praise!  Had a great, albeit short, visit with a great 

group of Christian college students.  We also 

appreciate the thoughtful gifts. 
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Are you on our wall?  We want to be 

praying for you regularly!   

http://www.opencircleperu.org/wordpress/?p=281


 How to contact us 
 

Snail Mail: 

 

The McEuen Family (or any of our names) 
Instituto de Lengua Española 

Apartado 100-2350 

San José, Costa Rica 

 

E-Mail: southernbranch@peoplepc.com 

 

Blog: www.opencircleperu.org/wordpress 

 

Online Photo Album: picasaweb.google.com/OpenCirclePeru  

 

Phone: 678.701.3757 (Atlanta area number we answer through our computer) 

2226.6872 (local number here in Costa Rica)  
 

Skype Name: opencircleperu (Skype is a free download and we can talk for free) 

 

 

Photos (in order from the front):  (title) One of our new prayer cards (our pictures spell the words El Amor which means The Love; 

Todd and Soraya sharing a time together, Soraya sharing a kiss with Kia, Ayliś at a local park, Ash celebrated his 39th Birthday with a 

cake from their English class, Audra and Soraya looking at some local birds.   

 

 

 

DEAR ASH, AUDRA, KIA, AYLIŚ, TODD, AND SORAYA, 

 

Through careful and earnest prayer, I have come to the following decision: 

 

 I/we will pray for you.  Please send me/us your prayer letter. 

 Please update me by e-mail ____________________________________________________________________________  

 As God provides, I/we will partner with you by giving $ __________ per month / quarter /year 

 I would like to give a one-time gift of $ __________.  Please contact us again next year.   

 I would like to be your liaison with my church or organization. 

 I would like to organize an annual support raising event (e.g., sale, dinner, carwash, golf tournament, 5K run, etc) 

 

 

Your name ________________________________________________________________________________________________  

 

Address ___________________________________________________________________________________________________  

 

City_____________________________________________________ State________________ Zip __________________________  
 

Phone (______) ___________________________ Church ___________________________________________________________  

 

Please return this form (with your first gift, if applicable) to: 

The Mission Society Designate gifts:  ñMcEuen Support 5/323ò 

PO Box 922637 

Norcross, GA  30010-2637 
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