The McEuen Family...Cross cultural workers with the people of Peru

PO Box 821, Ball Ground GA 30107 — www.opencircleperu.org — 678.910.9649 — 706.734.7078
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Grace and peace to you in the name of
our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ.

| have been reading a lot
about missions over the
past few years. Recently, |
read the biography of
Hudson Taylor, the
founder of the Inland
China Mission in the
middle of the 1800s, and
have been very inspired.
He was in his teens when
he accepted God’s call on
his life to leave merry old England
behind and move to the unreached
communities and villages in China. Of
course, it was not an easy ministry as he
had differences of opinions with
missionaries already there (who Taylor
saw as spending too much of their time
talking about reaching the Chinese with
the gospel of Christ instead of actually
reaching out to the people of China)
and the Chinese government (who saw
him as another in a long line of foreign
oppressors). He persevered and the
ministry reached thousands throughout
the nation and, consequently,
throughout the world. Early in his
ministry he made the decision not to
ask people to support the work
financially. He needed the financial
support, but he believed if the facts
were presented, God would touch
hearts and the money would come in.
“Depend upon it,” he
said, “God’s work done
in God’s way will never
lack supplies.”
Although there were
months when life was
slim, God always came
through.

Today, we are seeking
to do the will of God
for our lives as we
prepare to move to
Peru. Because we are with The Mission
Society, we, too, have to raise all of our
support through the gifts and
generosity of others. When we first
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heard we had to do this, we shook our
heads and thought it was impossible to
raise all our salary, insurance,
pensions, taxes, transportation
and ministry needs for the next
five years before we leave for
the field. It has been hard
work, but we are around 70%
now! God is faithful! A lot of
the success came from learning
to trust God (and we still have
days when we try to run ahead
of God, but we are getting
better).

God has tremendous plans for the
people of Peru. Here are a few facts
related to the work to which we have
been called:

Currently there are an estimated 30,000
villages and communities in Peru
without a strong evangelical witness.
There are people who want to go reach
out to them, but their training is
minimal. Arthur Ivey has served in Peru
with The Mission Society since 2001. He
explains the situation this way: “There
are thousands hungry to hear about the
saving grace of Jesus Christ and the
number of messengers is grossly
insufficient. We don’t even have
enough minimally trained pastors for
the existing churches; much less for the
churches we could easily plant. We
need persons that can help with
pastoral training, both
short and long term.”
We will be working
with pastoral and lay
leadership training for
the long term.

According to the US
Department of State’s
2004 International
Religious Freedom’s
Report, Peru’s National
Statistics Institute
estimates that between 1972 and 1993,
evangelical membership grew by 133%,
Catholic membership decreased by 10%,
and dffiliation with other religions

decreased by 60%. Despite such growth,
Protestants (primarily comprised of
evangelicals and Pentecostals) still only
constitute 7.2% of the population. While
80% of the population identifies itself as
Roman Catholic, only an estimated 15%
of Catholics attend church services
weekly. Our ministry is not in
competition with existing churches.
Instead, we will be working to
strengthen the existing church through
pastoral  training and outreach
ministries.

It is estimated that about 75% of the
women and girls in Peru have been
abused. Much of the abuse is cultural
and so is simply expected. We will be
working to encourage women into
deeper relationships with Jesus Christ
so that they don’t have to plan on
being abused the rest of their lives.

Mission Society missionaries in Peru
have empowered Peruvian leadership to
reach out to children in weekly Kid’s
Clubs (Club de Nifios) in at least 10
locations around Huancayo, Peru,
reaching at least 1000 kids weekly.
There are many more children out there
who want to know more intimately the
love of Christ. We will work with the
existing Clubs de Nifios to train, equip
and encourage new leadership for new
clubs.

God is doing tremendous work in Peru.
There are thousands of people who
have a passing acquaintance with Jesus
Christ, and thousands more who do not
even care that he exists. We are excited
to be a part of the work God is doing.
Will you continue to partner with us in
the ministry?

To God be the glory in all things.
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http://www.opencircleperu.org/

Moving forward with God

Here is our plan (and we believe it is in
line with God’s plans...please pray for
continued guidance):

March 31, 2008 — Leave the Southeast
to head west. We will spend about
a week at Ash’s parents ranch in
southeastern Montana so the kids
can experience lambing season.
Ash’s oldest brother, Ty, will be
visiting with his daughter during
the same week. They live in
Washington State so they don’t get
to see one another very often.

April 13, 2008 - Begin the final phase of
our stateside training at Missionary
Training Institute (MTI) in Colorado
Springs. This training will last five
weeks.

August 2008 — Move to Costa Rica to
begin language school. This will
take between 6 to 12 months
depending on how well we do in
learning the language. This is a
very vital part of our ministry work
because unless we know the
language of the people very well,
we will not be able to effectively
communicate the gospel of Jesus
Christ.

Partnering through your prayers:

Praise God!
V A church (a very
small church

with a very big
love of the work
of God) has
decided to
partner with us
and to give us
the vast
majority of the money to cover our
travel costs.

V  We have had a number of churches
calling us (we usually have to call
them...many times) asking us to
come and speak with them and to
share God'’s vision for our lives.

V  Almost every regular service time
(Sunday mornings and evenings
and Wednesday nights) have been
scheduled through March (that
includes Holy Week and Easter!)

V  Audra’s psoriasis is getting better.
She has been going to the tanning

bed a few times a week and the
Vitamin D is making a difference.

V  We had a gas leak in the van and
were afraid it was the fuel pump
(we have, after all, more than
200,000 miles on it). The mechanic
repaired it in a matter of minutes.
The problem? A $10 tube running
to and from the fuel pump.

Some concernsX

V  Partnerships in the ministry to get
us to 100% very soon.

V  The churches where we will be
speaking in the
coming weeks that
God would open the
hearts of those who
hear

V  Our house in Ball
Ground is somewhat

under contract.
Please pray that all
goes through.

V  Our house in
Chickamauga is “in
the works.”

V  Ash’s Uncle Tom is in very poor
health in central Oregon..

V  Kia, Aylis’, Todd and Soraya as they
go through this transition. They
have made new friends at school
and know they will have to say
good-bye to them in a few weeks.

V  Troy and Leah. Troy went to high

school with Ash (he was a

year older). He just

donated a kidney to his

10 year old daughter

Leah. Things are going

very well, but recovery

will be slow. They live in

Montana.

V The 2008 Pres-

idential Election here in

the United States. Whom we elect
will impact the entire world.

Wish List (a few needs to be met)

1. Partners interested in hosting an
Open Circle for Peru missions party
in their homes or other place.
Invite a few mission minded friends
over for dessert and coffee. We
will talk with them about God’s
vision for our work in Peru and
invite them to partner with us.
Interested? Let us know and we’ll
schedule a date.

2. Anybody have frequent flyer miles
or hotel/motel points that you are
not going to use and don’t know
what to do with them?

3. Since we will be traveling across
country (again), Gas, hotel or
restaurant cards would be great...

Supporting our ministry through your
financial partnership:

Praise God for the new financial
partners this past month! Each one
gets us ever closer to the ministry in
Peru. If you have sent a pledge card to
The Mission Society
and are awaiting an
invoice before you
send in your first
pledge, please don’t
wait. The Mission
Society does not
send invoices or
reminders to
partners. When a
gift is received, they
will send a receipt
and at the bottom of the receipt is a
portion to tear off and send in with your
next gift.  Simply mark the check
McEuen Support 5/323 and send it to
The Mission Society, PO Box 922637,
Norcross GA 30010-2637. You may also
give online by going to our site on The
Mission Society’s page (www.the
missionsociety.org/people/mceuen)

and clicking on the appropriate link.

Our Schedule for March 2008

March 2 Waleska UMC(GA)

Chapel Hill UMC (TN)
March 3 Stockbridge UMC (GA)
March 5 Chapel Hill UMC (GA)
March 9 Attalla First UMC (AL)

Bellevue UMC (AL)
March 12 Metropolitan UMC (GA)

March 16 Farmville UMC (GA)
Buchanan UMC (GA)

March 19 Trion UMC (GA)
March 23 Lafayette UMC (GA)
March 26 McKendree UMC (TN)
March 30 Ringgold UMC (GA)
Harrison UMC (TN)

March 31 Leave to drive west to

Montana & Colorado
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