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Running the race  
The first time I saw her, she was sitting on the aisle about halfway back at church.  I had an idea who she was because IΩd been told 
she might be coming.  She fit the description I had formed in my mind:  short in stature with gray, curly hair and glasses.  She had a 
broad smile on her face, as well.  During the worship service, we spent a few minutes greeting one another in the name of God and 
offering ChristΩs peace with those around us.  As I made my way through the congregation to shake hands, I moved toward her until I 
could grasp her hand as well.  Her daughter-in-law and son beamed with pride and joy as they introduced her to me.   
 
άGuten Morgen,έ I said, άWie geht es Ihnen?έ  I knew she had immigrated to the United States from Germany as a young woman.   
 
Her eyes sparkled with a new light, but ς she said ς her German was rough.  She hadnΩt spoken it really in years.  With a laugh, she 
said, άYou speak better German than I do!έ  We wanted to talk longer, but the musician had started to play and we had to get back 
to the business of the service at hand.   
 
By the time I met her, Oma (a lot of people called her thisτthe German word for grandma) had been on this earth for more than 
ninety years.  She had raised a family, met grandchildren and great grandchildren, and had lost a husband of many, many years.  She 
still missed him and had a bust of himτone that had been created by an artist friend years agoτin her room.  Even though the 
years since their physical parting continued to pass, he was still her husband.   
 
She was faithful to him just as she was faithful to her God.  She loved coming to church.  She sang the songs of the faith.  She said 
her prayers.  She received  communion and was strengthened by the bread and the wine.  God was a constant presence in her life.  
Both a constant joy as well as a constant source of questions.  Many times as we sat and talked, she would look at me and ask me 
why she was still here.  More than ninety years is a long time on this earth.  She missed her husband.  She missed her health.  She 
missed the independence she once enjoyed.  άWhy am I still here?έ she asked not because she hated or regretted the life sheΩd been 
given.  She was just tired, and she wanted to know.   
 
But I didnΩt know the answer.  άSo I would have the chance to meet you,έ IΩd tell her with a smile.  άI know you are a blessing to me 
and to many others.έ   
 
SheΩd smile and laugh at this, but still she would want to know.  She was an amazing woman.  Although she wondered, she never 
gave up on living.  God had given her a race to run, and even though she didnΩt understand why, sheΩd run as long and as well as she 
could.   άI guess God has a reason,έ sheΩd say, and then sheΩd start looking again for that reason.   
 
A few weeks ago, she got her chance to stop looking.  Seven months shy of her one hundredth birthday, she left this land she was 
just passing through so she could move into the house prepared for her by our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ.  Her race was over.  Her 
life was well lived.   
 
ThatΩs what we can all hope to do:  run the race set before us.  The course varies for 
each of us.  Sometimes it seems we are running in circles and getting nowhere.  Other 
times, the road is so steep and hard, our legs ache and our lungs feel as though they 
will burst in our chests.  Sometimes the road leads through green valleys or dry 
deserts or beside flowing streams.  Whatever the race and whatever the course, God 
asks us to do just one thing:  to run it well.  Live life to the fullest.  Live for the joy.  
Keep the faith and finish well.   
 
To God be the glory. 

 
Ash, Audra, Kia, AyliǏ, Todd and Soraya McEuen 
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Commissioning Service  
You are cordially invited to attend the Commissioning Service for the 
McEuen Family to be held at the Farmville United Methodist Church 
(about seven miles east of Calhoun, GA) on Sunday, July 13 at 6.30 PM.  A 
light supper will follow the service (you may bring a dish to share, but this 
is not required).  The map to the right is to the church.  If you have any 
questions, please contact Ash or Audra at 706.704.7078 or 678.910.9649 
or by e-mail (southernbranch@peoplepc.com). 

Why go to Costa Rica?  Donȭt they speak 
Spanish in Perú, too? 
WeΩve gone back and forth about language school.  Sometimes we 
wanted to go to Costa Rica, but sometimes we wanted to go directly to 
Peru. Through prayer and talking with others who have gone through  the  
process before us, we came to the conclusion we would be doing more for the glory of God by spending the time in Costa Rica.  Here 
are a few of the reasons why: 
 

¶ Costa Rican Spanish is acceptable throughout the Spanish speaking world.  Think of it as something like Midwestern English 
(thatΩs what a lot of the TV personalities strive to speak).   

¶ Living in Costa Rica will keep us focused on learning Spanish.  If we went to Peru right now, we would want to dive into 
ministry and our language learning would suffer.  This way, we have to learn Spanish if we want to get to Peru. 

¶ Being fluent in Spanish before we get to Peru will be a tremendous advantage because ministry can begin in earnest and 
not half-heartedly.  It will also free us up to learn Quechua (or other languages, as needed).  

Our Schedule for the next few weeks  
Friday, July 4 ς Spend time with family and friends as we celebrate the birthday of our nation. 
Sunday, July 6 ς Speak at a new church in the Cartersville, Georgia, area (5.30 PM) 
Sunday, July 13 ς Be commissioned as Missionaries to Peru at a special worship service at Farmville United Methodist Church near 

Calhoun, GA (6.30 PM) 
Tuesday, July 15 ς Move to San Jose, Costa Rica, to begin (and continue) learning Spanish (the plane takes off at 7.30 AM from 

AtlantaΩs Hartsfield Airport).   

Details, details, details  
You might know someone who could help us outΧ 

A ride to the airport:  We need to find a way to get six people (one in a car seat) and twelve bags (plus carry ons) to the 
Airport on either Monday afternoon/evening on July 14 or early Tuesday morning on July 15 (we have to check in by 4.30 AM 
(Yippee!).   

Car for sale:  Ash has been driving a 1998 Buick Century for the past few years.  ItΩs a great car but has a few things that 
need to be fixed (two of the automatic windows donΩt work).  It has 120,000 miles on it, but has never given him any problems.  
Know anybody who needs a good car?  We would like $3000 for it, but will consider other offers as well.   

Prayer needs for the next few weeks 
¶ Paperwork.  We are trying to get all our paperwork in for student visas in Costa Rica.  Most of it is finished, but there are a 

few details to work out.   

¶ Partnership.  We already have 100% of our startup costs met (Praise God!)  We still need partners, however, who will 
pledge to regular support for our ongoing budget. 

¶ Transition.  We move to Costa Rica on July 15 so we can get settled and used to the community before school starts.   

¶ Vision and DirectionΦ  !ǎ ŀƭǿŀȅǎΣ ǿŜ ǿŀƴǘ ǘƻ Řƻ ǿƘŀǘ DƻŘ ǿŀƴǘǎ ǳǎ ǘƻ ŘƻΧƴƻǘ ǿƘŀǘ ǿŜ ǿŀƴǘ ǘƻ ŘƻΦ  tǊŀȅ ǘƘŀǘ ǿŜ ƘŀǾŜ ǘƘŜ 
wisdom and the patience to wait upon God.  If in your prayers, you feel God leading you to tell us something, please let us 
know.  We value your insights in all of this.  Remember, we are partners in the ministry! 

¶ Goodbyes.  We are in the process of saying our good-byes before leaving.  They are hard, but hard is good, because we 
have learned it means we have loved and been loved well.   

¶ Update.  Thank you for praying for AudraΩs aunt.  GodΩs answer was to heal her beyond this earth, and she died peacefully 
at the end of May.     
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A few ways to thi nk about Partnering  
 As you consider your financial partnership with the ministry in Peru, consider the following:    hƴŎŜ ŀ ƳƻƴǘƘΧ 

Χif you rent a movie instead of going to 
the theater, the money you save could 
show a child the greatest story ever told:  
the love of God for the world. 

 
Χif you eat at home by candlelight instead 
of going out to a fancy restaurant, the 
money you save could feed a village with 
the word of life by providing training for a 
local pastor. 
 
Χif you drink one fewer coffee house 
refreshment each week, the money you 
save could help people in the mountains 
drink from the living water of Christ.   
 
ΧƛŦ ȅƻǳ ŎƘŜŎƪ ŀ ōƻƻƪ ƻǳǘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ƭƛōǊŀǊȅ 
instead of buying it at the bookstore, the 
money you save could help a family read 
from the Word of God. 

 
 
 

Clockwise from the right:  Kia 
putting up one of 2000 shelters to 
protect the trees from bear, deer 
and other animals in Minnesota. 
— Audra and Soraya on a cold 
day in Colorado. — Ayliś and 
Soraya playing in the rich 
Minnesota soil. —  Todd working 
on a craft at MTI training in 
Colorado. — Ash planting ‘taters 
in Audra’s parents’ garden. 

 
 


