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Running the race

The first time | saw her, she was sitting on the aisle about halfway back at church. | had an idea who she wadthbeangelt

she might be coming. She fit the description | hawanied in my mind: shorin staturewith gray, curly hair and glassesShe had a
broad smile on her face, as well. During the worship service, we spent a few minutes greeting one another in the nanandf God
offering Chris® peace \ith those around us. As | made my way through the congregation to shake hands, | moved toward her until
could grasp her hand as well. Her daughitelaw and son beamed with pride and joy as they introduced her to me.

oGuten Morgerg | said,dWie geht es Ihneri?l knew she had immigrated to the United States from Germany as a young woman.

Her eyes spat&d with a new lightbut ¢ shesaid¢ her German was rough. She h&fspoken it really in years. With a laygihe
said,dYou speak better German than | ddWe wanted to talk longer, but the musician had started to play and we had to get back
to the business of the service at hand.

By the time | met herODma (a lot of people called her thishe German word folgrandma) had been on this eartfor more than
ninety years. She had raised a family, met graild@m and great grandchildren, and had lost a husband of many, many years. She
still missed him and had a bust of hinone that had been created by an artifriend years ago in her room. Een though the

years since their physical parting continued to pass, he was still her husband.

She was faithful to him just as she was faithful to her God. She loved coming to churcsan@the songs of thedith. She said

her prayers. She received communion and was strengiihdry the bread and the wine. God was a constant presence in her life.
Both a constant joy as well asanstant surce of questions. Many times as we sat and talked, she would look at me and ask me
why she was stilhere. More than ninety years is a long time on this earth. She missed her husband. She missed her health. S
missed the independence she@nenjoyed. dWhy am | still here?she askd not because she hated oegrettedthe life shed been

given. She was just tired, and she wanted to know.

But | didr@know the answer.éSo | would have the chance to meet yoll tell her with a smile.d know you are a blessing to me
and to many others.

Sted smile and laugh at thidbut still she would want tckknow. She was an amazingoman. Although she wondered, she never
gave up on livingGod had given her @ace to run, and een though she did@understand why, sh@ run as longnd as welbs she
could. d guess God has a reasbshed say, and then st@ start looking again for that reason.

A few weeks ago, she got her chance to stop looking. Seven months shy of her one hundredth birthday, she left thisMasd she
just passing through sshe could nove into the house prepared for her by our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ. Her race was over. He
life was well lived.

Thai® what we can all hope to do: run the race set before us. The course varies for
each of us.Sometimesit seems we ge running in circles and getting nowhere. Other
times, the road is so steep and hard, our legs ache and our lungs feel as though t
will burst in our chests. Sometimes the road leads through green valleys or ¢
deserts or beside flowing streams. Weer the race and whatever the course, God .
asks us to do just one thing: tan it well. Live life to the fullest. Live for the joy.
Keep the faith and finish well.

To God be the glory.
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Ash, Audra, Kia, AlliTodd and Soraya McEuen Near Chapel Hill UMC, Dunlap, TN
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Commissioning Service

You are cordially invited to attend th€ommissioning Servider the
McEuen Familyto be held at theFarmville United Methodist Church
(about seven miles east of Calhoun, GA) on Sunday, July 13 at 6.30 H
light supger will follow the service (you may bring a dish to share, but t
is notrequired). The map to the right is to the churchf you have any
questions, please contact Ash or Audra at 706.704.7078 or 678.910.4
or by email (southernbranci@ peoplgc.com).

Farmville United
Methodist Church
Rock building on
the north side of
highway 53.

Calhoun

Adairsville

Jasper

Fairmount

Ball Ground

Why go to Costa Rica? Do they speak
Spanish in Perq, too?

WeQe gone back and forth abouanguageschool. Sometimes we|
wanted to go to Costa Rica, but sometimes wentesd to go directly to
Peru.Throughprayerandtalkingwith otherswho havegonethrough the
process before us, we came to the conclusionweilld be doing more for the glory of God by spending the time in Costa Rica. Here
are a few of the reasons why

I Costa Rican Spanish is acceptabteughoutthe Spanish speaking world. Think of it as somethingMikisvesternEnglish
(that@ what a lot of the TV personalities strive to speak).

1 Living in Costa Rica will keep us focusedeanning Spanish. If we went to Peru right now, we woudtht to dive into
ministry and outtanguagdearning would suffer. This way, we have to le8panish if we want to get to Peru.

1 Being fluent in Spanisbefore we get to Peru will be ’riemendous advantage because ministry can begin in earnest and
not haltheartedly. It will also free us up to learn Quechua (or otaeguagesas needed).

Our Schedule for the next few weeks

Friday, July 4 Spendime with family and friends as we celebrate the birthday of our nation.

Sunday July 6¢ Soeakat a new church in th Cartersville, Georgia, area (5.30 PM)

Sunday,July 13¢ Be commissioned as Missionaries to Peru at a special worship service at Farmville United Methodist Church ne
Calhoun, GA (6.30 PM)

Tuesday, July 1§ Move to San Jose,dSta Rica, to begin (ancbntinue) learning Spanish (the planekias off at 7.30 AM from
Atlanta@ Hartsfield Airport).

Detalls, details, details

You might know someone who could help usXut

A ride to the airport: We need to find a way toaj six people (one in a caeat) and twelve bags (plus caogs) to the
Airport on either Monday afternoon/evening on July 14 early Tuesday morning on July 15 (we éaw check in by 4.30 AM
(Yippee!)

Car for sale Ash has been driving a 1998 Buick Century for the past few ye@a dteat car but has a few things that
need to be fixed (two of the automatic windows dBmvork). It has 120,000 miles on But has never given him any problems.
Know anybody who needs a good car? Weuld like $3000 for it, bt will consider other offers as well.

Prayer needs for the next few weeks

1 Paperwork We are trying to get all our paperwork in for semt visas in Costa Rica. Most of it is finished, but there are a
few details to work out
1 Partnership We already havel00% & our startup costs met (Pise God!) We still need partners however,who will
pledgeto regular supportor our ongoing budget.
Transition We move to Costa Rica on July 15 so we can get settled and used to the community before school starts.
Vision and Directio® ra Ffglreaz ¢S glyld G2 R2 ¢gKIFGi D2R glyia dz
wisdom and the patience to wait upon God. If in your prayers, you feel God leading you to tell us something, please let
know. We value your insightsafl of this. Remember, we apartners in the ministry!
1 Goodbyes We are in the processf®aying our goodbyes before leaving. They are hard, but hard is good, because we
have learned it means we have loved and been loved well.
1 Update. Thank you for praying for AudBaaunt. Go@ answer was to heal h&eyond this earth, andre died peacefully
at the end of May.
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A few ways to thi nk about Partnering

As you consider your financial partnership with the ministry in Rasosider the following: h y OS |

DEAR ASH, AUDRA, KIA, AYLIS, TODD AND SORAYA,

O IWILL PRAY FOR YOU. Please Send me your prayer letter. -
bﬂEEﬁ

O Update me by email
O As God provides, | plan to pariner with you by giving

i per month [ guarter [ year for YEAIS.
O |would ike fo donate a one-fime gift of §
Mame {Flease Print)

Address

City State Zip

Phone | i Hiome Church

TAX DEDUCTABLE GIFTS MAY BE SENT TO:
The Mission Society - P.O. Box 922837 - Morcross, A 30010-2837 - LISA
Designate gifis: "McEuen Support 57323

Clockwise from theright: Kia
putting up one of 2000 shelters to
protect the trees from bear, deer
and other animals in Minnesota.
— Audra and Soraya on a cold
day in Colorado. — Aylis and
Soraya playing in the rich
Minnesota soil. — Todd working
on a craft at MTI training in
Colorado. — Ash planting taters
in Audra’s parents’ garden.
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Xif you rent a movie instead of going to
the theater, the money you save could
show a child the greatest story ever told:
the love of God for the world.

Xif you eat at home by candlelight instead
of going out to a fancy restaurant, the
money you save coulteed a villagewith
the word of lifeby providing training for a
local pastor.

Xif you drink one fewer coffee house
refreshment each week, the money you
save could help people in the mountains
drink from the living water of Christ.
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instead of buying it at the bookstore, the
money you save could help a family read
from the Word ofGod.




