
 
 

The McEuen Family…Cross cultural witnesses with the people of Peru 
PO Box 821; Ball Ground, GA  30107 – www.opencircleperu.org – southernbranch@peoplepc.com –  678.701.3757 
 

 

¿Por qué está usted aquí? – Why are you here? 
I met Charlie at the park across the street from where we live here in 
Costa wƛŎŀΦ  ά!ŎǘǳŀƭƭȅΣέ ƘŜ ǎŀƛŘΣ άƳȅ ƴŀƳŜ ƛǎ /ŀǊƭƻǎΣ ōǳǘ ŜǾŜǊȅƻƴŜ ƘŜǊŜ 
Ŏŀƭƭǎ ƳŜ /ƘŀǊƭƛŜΦέ  IŜ ǎŀǿ ƳŜ ŀǎ ŀƴ ƻōǾƛƻǳǎ ƎǊƛƴƎƻ ƛƴ ǘƘƛǎ ǇŀǊǘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǿƻǊƭŘ 
and wanted to practice his English.  (Gringo, by the way, is not a bad word 
ƘŜǊŜΦ  LǘΩǎ Ƨǳǎǘ ŀ ǿŀȅ ǘƻ ƛŘŜƴǘƛŦȅ ǳǎ as belonging to a group of people.)  Kia, 
Soraya, Todd and I had gone to the playground to get out of the house and 
to meet some Tico people (Tico and Tica is what the Costa Ricans call 
ǘƘŜƳǎŜƭǾŜǎύΦ  L ŎƻǳƭŘƴΩǘ ƘƻƭŘ ƛǘ ŀƎŀƛƴǎǘ /ƘŀǊƭƛŜ for wanting to practice his 
English.  I also wanted to practice my Spanish on any unsuspecting person 
I could find.   
 
ά5ƛǎŎǳƭǇŜΣέ L ǿƻǳƭŘ ǎŀȅΣ ά9ǎǘƻȅ ŀǉǳƝ ǇŀǊŀ ŀǇǊŜƴŘŜǊ ŜǎǇŀƷƻƭΦ  ¿Puedo 
ǇǊŀŎǘƛŎŀǊ Ŏƻƴ ǳǎǘŜŘΚέ  ό¢Ƙŀǘ ƛǎΣ excuse me, I am here to learn Spanish.  May 
I practice with you?).   My Spanish might not be perfect, but it gets the 
meaning across and often is met by a smile and the word I long to hear, 
άΘ{ƝΗέ  L ǿƻǳƭŘ ǘƘŜƴ Ǝƻ ƻƴ to talk about anything for which I have a slight 
grasp of the vocabulary.  It generally works, and (mercifully for them) 
ŘƻŜǎƴΩǘ ƭŀǎǘ ǾŜǊȅ ƭƻƴƎΦ  /ƘŀǊƭƛŜ ŀƴŘ L ǎǇƻƪŜ Ƴƻǎǘƭȅ ƛƴ 9ƴƎƭƛǎƘΣ ōǳǘ ǿƘŜƴŜǾŜǊ 
I had a chance, I would sneak in some Spanish.  He had lived in 
Philadelphia about twenty years ago and learned some English then, but he wasnΩt there long and upon returning to Costa Rica had 
forgotten much of it.  He wanted to improve what he knew, and to do this, he knew he had to practice.  ά²Ƙȅ ŀǊŜ ȅƻǳ ƘŜǊŜΚέ ƘŜ 
finally asked me. 
 
ά²Ŝ are here to learn Spanish, because we ŀǊŜ ƳƛǎǎƛƻƴŀǊƛŜǎ ƘŜŀŘƛƴƎ ǘƻǿŀǊŘ tŜǊǳΣέ L ǎŀƛŘΣ ǳƴǎǳǊŜ ƻŦ ǿƘŀǘ ƪƛƴŘ ƻŦ ǊŜŀŎǘƛƻƴ ǘƘƛǎ ǿƻǳƭŘ 
receive. 
 
άDǊŜŀǘΗέ ƘŜ ǎŀƛŘΦ  άL ŀƳ ŀ ǇŀǎǘƻǊΣ ŀƭǎƻΧέ ¢ƘƛǎΣ ƻŦ Ŏƻurse, led to more conversation about the church where he works part time to 
counsel people who call in asking for prayer. 
 
LǘΩǎ ƘŀǊŘ ǘƻ ǇǊŜŘƛŎǘ ŀƴŘ ǘƻ ƪƴƻǿ Ƙƻǿ ǘƘŜ ǇŜƻǇƭŜ ƘŜǊŜ ǊŜǎǇƻƴŘ ǘƻ ǳǎ ƎǊƛƴƎƻǎΦ  ! ƭƻǘ ƻŦ ǇŜƻǇƭŜ ƭƻƻƪ ŀǘ ǳǎ ŀǎ ǿŜ ŀǊŜ ǿŀƭƪƛƴƎ Řƻǿn the 
street.  We do look different.  ²Ŝ ŀǊŜ ǘŀƭƭ ŀƴŘ ǇŀƭŜ ŎƻƳǇŀǊŜŘ ǘƻ Ƴƻǎǘ ǿƘƻΩǾŜ ŀƭǿŀȅǎ ƭƛǾŜŘ ƘŜǊŜΦ  ²Ŝ ŎŀǊǊȅ {ƻǊŀȅŀ ƛƴ ŀ ōŀŎƪǇŀŎƪΣ ŀƴŘ 

that might elicit some of the staresΧbut not all of them.  Most 
people are friendly and smile graciously when we mutilate their 
language in an attempt to communicate.   
 
Some see us with scorn, I think, too.  Sometimes we have to 
take a taxi to another part of the city.  The drivers offer us 
ŀƴƻǘƘŜǊ ǾƛŜǿ ƛƴǘƻ ǘƘŜ ŎǳƭǘǳǊŜ ƘŜǊŜΦ  {ƻƳŜ ŘƻƴΩǘ ƭƛƪŜ ǳǎ ŦǊƻƳ ǘƘŜ 
start because (I think) they see us as just tourists.  When we tell 
them we aǊŜ ƘŜǊŜ ǘƻ ƭŜŀǊƴ {ǇŀƴƛǎƘΣ ǘƘŜƛǊ ŀǘǘƛǘǳŘŜǎ ŎƘŀƴƎŜΧŀ 
little.  Others seem to meet us with resignation that we are the 
first trickles of an uncontrollable flood.  A woman we met at the 
Saturday market was not angry to see us, but when we told 
ƘŜǊŜ ǿƘŜǊŜ ǿŜ ƭƛǾŜŘΣ ǎƘŜ ǎŀƛŘ ǎƛƳǇƭȅΣ ά²Ŝ ¢ƛŎƻǎ Ŏŀƴƴƻǘ ŀŦŦƻǊŘ 
ǘƻ ƭƛǾŜ ǘƘŜǊŜΦ  ¢Ƙŀǘ ƛǎ ǿƘŜǊŜ ŀ ƭƻǘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ƎǊƛƴƎƻǎ ƭƛǾŜΦέ  LǘΩǎ 
because of us (and the rent the landlords know we can pay) that 
ƪŜŜǇǎ ǳǎ ŀǇŀǊǘ ŦǊƻƳ ǘƘŜƳΦ  ¢ƘŀǘΩǎ sad and makes us feel at least 
a little bit guilty.  
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Soraya and Ash on the plane to Costa 
wƛŎŀ ό¢Ƙƛǎ ǿŀǎ {ƻǊŀȅŀΩǎ ŦƛǊǎǘ ŦƭƛƎƘǘύ 

Todd playing soccer with a boy he met 
here in Costa Rica.   
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¢ƘŜƴ ǘƘŜǊŜΩǎ ǘƘŜ ǿƻƳŀƴ ǿƘƻ ǎǘƻǇǇŜŘ ǳǎ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ǎǘǊŜŜǘΦ  ²Ŝ ǿŜǊŜ ǿŀƭƪƛƴƎ ǿƛǘƘ ŀ ǎǘǳŘŜƴǘ ŦǊƻƳ ǘƘŜ ƭŀƴƎǳŀƎŜ ǎŎƘƻƻƭ ǿƘƻΩŘ ōŜŜƴ 
assigned to us help get settled here.  Crossing a wide street with an avenue of trees in the middle, we had reached the center and 
had to wait for a few cars and an ever present bus to pass.  The last car in line slowed to a stop in front of us.  The woman inside 
ǊƻƭƭŜŘ Řƻǿƴ ƘŜǊŜ ǿƛƴŘƻǿ ŀƴŘ ǎŀƛŘ ǘƻ ǳǎ ƛƴ ōǊƻƪŜƴ 9ƴƎƭƛǎƘΣ ά5ƻƴΩǘ ƎƛǾŜ ǳǇ what you are doing.  It is a good thing.  It is because of 
ƳƛǎǎƛƻƴŀǊƛŜǎ ƘŜǊŜ ƛƴ /ƻǎǘŀ wƛŎŀ ǘƘŀǘ L ōŜŎŀƳŜ ŀ /ƘǊƛǎǘƛŀƴ Ƴŀƴȅ ȅŜŀǊǎ ŀƎƻΦ  5ƻƴΩǘ ƎƛǾŜ ǳǇΦ  DƻŘ ōƭŜǎǎ ȅƻǳΦέ  ¢Ƙŀǘ ǎŀƛŘΣ ǎƘŜ Ǌƻlled up 
her window and drove on.   
 
ά5ƻŜǎ ǘƘŀǘ ƘŀǇǇŜƴ ƻŦǘŜƴΣέ L ŀǎƪŜŘ ǘhe other student.   
 
άbƻΣ ƴŜǾŜǊΣέ ǎƘŜ ǎŀƛŘΦ  άLΩǾŜ ōŜŜƴ ƘŜǊŜ ŀ ȅŜŀǊΣ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŀǘΩǎ ǘƘŜ ŦƛǊǎǘ ǘƛƳŜ ǘƘŀǘ Ƙŀǎ ŜǾŜǊ ƘŀǇǇŜƴŜŘΦέ   
 
¢ƘŜ ¢ƛŎŀ ǿƻƳŀƴΩǎ ŎƻƳƳŜƴǘǎ ǘƻ ǳǎ ƳŀŘŜ ǳǇ ŦƻǊ ŀƭƭ ǘƘŜ ǉǳŜǎǘƛƻƴǎ ǿŜ ƘŀŘ ŀǎ ǘƻ ǿƘŜǘƘŜǊ ǿŜ ŀǊŜ ŘƻƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ǊƛƎƘǘ ǘƘƛƴƎ ƛƴ ōŜƛƴƎ ƘŜǊŜ.  
We arŜ ƘŜǊŜ ǘƻ ƭŜŀǊƴ {ǇŀƴƛǎƘΦ  .ǳǘ ƴƻǘ ƻƴƭȅ ǘƘŀǘΣ ǿŜ ŀǊŜ ƘŜǊŜ ǘƻ ƭŜŀǊƴ ŀōƻǳǘ ƻǳǊǎŜƭǾŜǎΣ ƻǳǊ ǇƭŀŎŜ ƛƴ ǘƘƛǎ ǿƻǊƭŘΣ ŀƴŘ DƻŘΩǎ ǇǊŜǎŜƴŎe 
with us no matter where we are.  God knows what we need to hear, and when we need to hear it.  We feel blessed again. 
 
To God be the glory!   ¡A Dios era la Gloria! 

 
!ǎƘΣ !ǳŘǊŀΣ YƛŀΣ !ȅƭƛǏΣ ¢ƻŘŘ ŀƴŘ {ƻǊŀȅŀ aŎ9ǳŜƴ 

You know you might be in Costa Rica if… 
Over the past few weeks, we have compiled a brief list of some of the differences between Costa Rica and the United States.  We 
offer this to you so that when you come to visit, you will know you might be in Costa Rica ifΧ 

  Χȅƻǳ Ǝƻ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ƎǊƻŎŜǊȅ ǎǘƻǊŜ ǘƻ buy salsa and discover every kind of sauce from ketchup to Tabasco is called salsa. 
 Χ ȅƻǳ ōǳȅ ǘƘŜ ǎŀƭǎŀ and it comes in a bag instead of a jar όǎƻ ŘƻŜǎ ȅƻǳǊ ƭŀǳƴŘǊȅ ŘŜǘŜǊƎŜƴǘΣ ōƭŜŀŎƘΣ ǊŜŦǊƛŜŘ ōŜŀƴǎΧύ 
 ΧȅƻǳǊ ƭŀǳƴŘǊȅ ŘŜǘŜǊƎŜƴǘ ǎƳŜƭƭǎ ƭƛƪŜǎ ŀǇǇƭŜǎ ŀƴŘ ƛǎ ǎǇecially designed to wash your clothes, dishes, and floor. 
 Χȅƻǳ Ŏŀƴ ōǳȅ Ƴƛƭƪ ƛƴ ŎŀǊǘƻƴǎ ǘƘŀǘ ƭƻƻƪ ƭƛƪŜ ƧǳƛŎŜ ōƻȄŜǎ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜȅ ŀǊŜ ŦƻǳƴŘ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ǎƘŜƭǾŜǎ ƴŜŀǊ ǘƘŜ ŎŜǊŜŀƭ όƴƻǘ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ 

refrigerated section).   
 Χȅƻǳ ŎƘŜŎƪ ǘƻ ǎŜŜ ƛŦ ǘƘŜ ǇŜǊǎƻƴ ōŀƎƎƛƴƎ ȅƻǳǊ ƎǊƻŎŜǊƛŜs is wearing an official uniform of the store so that you know whether 

or not you need to tip him or her. 
 Χoranges are green and some limes (when you cut them) are orange. 

 Χȅƻǳ ƘŀǾŜ ƴƻǘ ǎŜŜƴ ǿŀƭƭ-to-wall carpet anywhere. 
 ΧŎŀǊǊƻǘǎ ŀǊŜ ǘƘŜ ǎƛȊŜ ƻŦ ȅƻǳǊ ŦƻǊŜŀǊƳΦ   

 Χȅƻǳ ōǳȅ ŜƎƎǎΣ and they are brown and sold by weight instead of by number. 
 Χstreets have no names and to get anywhere you have to know landmarks and what direction is east, west, south or north 

(and how to ask local people where something isΧagain and again and againΧ) 

A special request from Ayliś 
!ȅƭƛǏ Ƙŀǎ ǎǘŀǊǘŜŘ ŀ ƴŜǿ ƘƻōōȅΥ  ǎǘŀƳǇ ŎƻƭƭŜŎǘƛƴƎΦ  {ƘŜ ŎƻƳōƛƴŜŘ ǘƘŜ 
collections Audra and Ash had started as kids with the a few of the stamps 
she has found, and she now has a total of more than 400 stamps which she 
has carefully cared for and organized by category.  If you have any stamps 
that you think she might like in her collection (she really is interested in 
Olympic stamps, international stamps,  and state stamps at the moment), 
ǇƭŜŀǎŜ ǎŀǾŜ ǘƘŜƳ ŦƻǊ ƘŜǊΦ  ²Ŝ ŘƻƴΩǘ ǿŀƴǘ ȅƻǳ ǘƻ Ǝƻ ƻǳǘ ŀƴŘ ōǳȅ ŀƴȅǘƘƛƴƎΤ 
when you receive letters with a neat stamp, just tear off the corner of the 
envelope that has the stamp, and save that for her.  You can either send 
them to her directly, hold on to them until we come back to the states or 
you hear of a mission team heading this direction.  Thank you.   

Please talk to your church 
Thanks to wonderful people like you, we have already received all of our 
one-time needs to get started on the field.  However, if we wish to remain in 
ministry on the field, we need ongoing regular support.  Much of that 

Family picture at Fourth of July 
celebration in Georgia. 



support comes from individuals.  Some of it also comes from churches.  If every church where we have spoken (and even some 
where we have not yet spoken) would partner with us financially, we would not have to worry about whether or not we can stay in 
the ministry.  Please talk with your pastor and the chairs of the finance and missions committees (as well as the presidents of the 
ǿƻƳŜƴΩǎ, ƳŜƴΩǎ and youth groups and Sunday School classes) in your church to see if your church has pledged to partner with us.  It 
ŘƻŜǎƴΩǘ ǘŀƪŜ ŀ ƭƻǘ ŦǊƻƳ ŜŀŎƘ ƻŦ ǳǎΣ ōǳǘ ƛǘ ǘŀƪŜǎ each of us working together for the glory of God.  If someone in your church would 
like more information, please let us know who they are, and we will be more than happy to send them the needed information.   

How to contact us in Costa Rica 
All of you are very important to us and even though we are in another 
ŎƻǳƴǘǊȅΣ ǿŜ ŘƻƴΩǘ ǿŀƴǘ ǘƻ ƭƻǎŜ ǘǊŀŎƪ ƻŦ ȅƻǳΦ  ¢Ƙŀǘ ƛƴ ƳƛƴŘΣ ǘƘŜǊŜ ŀǊŜ ŀ 
number of ways you can contact us: 
 
e-mail:  southernbranch@peoplepc.com  
Skype:  opencircleperu 
Phone 1:  678.701.3757 (this number costs the same as a call to Atlanta, 

GA, and we answer it through our computer) 
Phone 2:  011.506.2226.68.72 (this number costs the same as an inter-

national call, and it rings the phone in our home) 
Snail Mail:    

La Familia McEuen (or any of our names) 
 Instituto de Lengua Española 
 Apartado 100-2350 
 San José, Costa Rica 
 
Concerning snail mail, we can receive envelopes (even large, manila sized 
envelopes), but packages are difficult (and often expensive) to get through 
customs here.  If you want to send us anything larger than an envelope, try finding a mission team coming to Costa Rica to deliver it 
ǘƻ ǳǎΦ  LŦ ȅƻǳ ƴŜŜŘ ƘŜƭǇ ŦƛƴŘƛƴƎ ŀ ǘŜŀƳ ŎƻƳƛƴƎ ŘƻǿƴΣ ƭŜǘ ǳǎ ƪƴƻǿ ŀƴŘ ǿŜΩƭƭ Řƻ ǿƘŀǘ ǿŜ Ŏŀƴ ŦǊƻƳ ǘƘƛǎ ŜƴŘ όƛƴ ǘƘŜ ǘǿƻ ǿŜŜƪǎ ǿŜΩve 
ōŜŜƴ ƘŜǊŜ ǿŜΩǾŜ ŀƭǊŜŀŘȅ ƳŜǘ ǘŜŀƳǎ ŦǊƻƳ ²ŀǊƴŜǊ wƻōōƛƴǎΣ D!Τ /ƘŀǘǘŀƴƻƻƎŀΣ ¢bΤ ŀƴŘ hƘƛƻτǿŜ ƘŀǾŜ ǎƻƳŜ ŎƻƴƴŜŎǘƛƻƴǎΧύ  

Prayer needs for the next few weeks 
¶ Paperwork.  We are still trying to get all our paperwork in for student visas in Costa Rica.  Most of it is finished, but there 

are a few details to work out.   

¶ Partnership.  We already have 100% of our startup costs met (Praise God!)  We still need partners, however, who will 
pledge to regular support for our ongoing budget if we are going to stay on the field. 

¶ Relationships with the Costa Rican people.  We have come to Costa Rica in order to learn Spanish.  In the process, we 
believe God wants us to form friendships with 
some of the Costa Rican people.  This is not going 
to be easy, but with God all things are possible.   

¶ Acquistion of the Spanish Langauge.  Pray 
for all of us as we learn Spanish.  Ask God to help 
us to be willing to be fools for Christ as we make a 
lot of mistakes on our road to fluency. 

All of us were prayed for at our 
commissioning service held at Farmville 
United Methodist Church in Calhoun, GA 
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