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When the earth moves

t about 120 in the afternoon of January 9, 2009, the largest earthquake to hit the area in 150 years shook the central valle)
Costa Rica. Registering a 6.3 on the Richter staliédings near the epénter were toppled, bouldersifdand above slid to
places below. The devastation in the area hardest hit is tremendous. One of the places sksickriasithe ironic namiea
Paz Waterfall§ironic becausdéa pazmeansthe peacd. We were there with 84 missionaries from The Mission Society only three
days before the quake. Talk about an eye opener. The pibklmgare before and after shots of the last of the falis have a
picture we took from the top of those fail®mking down) Experts expect the water to stay the muddy brown color for months. Many
people lost their homes and businesses. Others are injured. Others lost their lives under the landslides. The nemtspagptrs c
run sad stories.

The people of Costa Rica are accustomed to earthquakes, because they happen with relative frequency. This does not, how
diminish the fear the shaking earth brings. Ferthpast week or so, wreplcagafteeshogks.r Somenaree d
minor (when | was lying down one night, one felt like a d
jumping up on the bed). Others are more severe. Becausg La PazCatarata(La Paz Waterfalls
epicenter of the original quake was very near VolcaasPghe ORI Y B v A

Poas Volcano) there is fear the mountain will start spewing &
gasses, and lava once again into the air (Poas has erupted 39
since 1898). A few months ago the sulfur lake in the crg
changed from a turquoise type color to a grey. Tadayo6 s
other strange things. Who knows for sure what will happen nex

N r e

The epicenter of the quake and the volcano are on the other si
San Jose from us (at least 23 miles away). We felt the quake
but di dnét recei ve tamdoes dexideatq
erupt (and that is still a bifj according to the scientists), we are
safer distance away.

The government does not have funds to fully pay for what
needed (why not in an earthquake prone country is a question
often crossesur minds). We want to do things to help out, b:
because of continued dangers of landslides aeglicas
(aftershocks), officials are only letting in specially trained peof
Those with the training are few in number, so they are worn
physically am emotionally. The local neighborhood collecte
food, clothing, and other necessities to be taken byCtibg Roja
(Red Cross) to those who need it. Our church gave 100% of
offering last Sunday to the work as well.

We do what we can right now tolpeout. We talk with people
who want to talk. We listen. Most of all we pray. Please join us
those prayers. Ask God to strengthen the relief workers. Ask
to comfort those who are grieving. Ask God to encourage th
who are now living in fear

Be blessed in all you doé

To God be the glory!A Diosseala Glorial
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We are very excited. Before Christmas we received an e
from our field leader telling us our mission account w
getting low.
forced to return to the states to rais®re partnership support
We dich 6 t
responded! Thank you!

We recently received our December giving report and hg
seen an increase. Some of that increase, howsver,one

time gifts and in our thinking we have to spread them out o
the year. Others, however, are ongoing support. Thanks
your faithfulness. We still need more regular partners. If y
or someone you know is interested in sustaining missi
through us in (currently) Costa Rica and (soon) in Peru, ple
fill out the form at the end of this newsletter and send it in
the address at the bottom of the form, or go online to

website www.opencircleperu.org/wordpressd click on the
link below The Mission Society logo.

An update from the gate

As Christmas drew closer, we had more and more visitorg
the gate. Some were grateful. Some were htgre are a few
of the people we st at the gate over the past few weeks:
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s faithful é

If it did not see improvement, we would H

want to do that So)

I
R t?ip t6 see the culture
nably B. Todd (age 10)
S
e
On 30 December 2008, we went to the Gardens (Jarg
w leankesten) in Castage. Alategether, thaedans are37 actes.
had a lot of construction going on, but we still had a good ti
There were these leaves that had holes in the middle of t
"6ut the holes wereno6t from

vdrater we went to a cathedral and it was very crowded. Ne
fehe church there was a faam that people got water from ths
othey bathed in. It was said to havealing power. Inside the
brghurch were statues of famous people and stained gl
aggndows and even a grave. If you were in the front pew
tgould see théa Negritaon the altar.

bur

Note: The cathedral we visited is said by many to be
religious center of Costa Rica. The official religion of t
country is Catholicism with religious tolerance of other belig
The statue on the altar (La Negrita) is a representation of
Virgin Mary and Jesus that appeared mystically in the wo
b®hat were on the sight of
see pictures of the gardens or the cathedral, you can go tg
web album ahttp://picasaweb.google.com/OpenCirclePeru
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Bernardo (the older gentleman we see working arou
town) continues to stop by the house. Sad news cg
early this month when he told us his sister who was ¢
died. It was expected, he said. He was sad and
preparing to move to another town to be closer to fam

We said our goodbyes (it was reallysp , and h
stop in to chat when he
wor k out , t hough, and he

much as he used to. Now he seems to just want to t
Every once in a while he asks for food or something

drinkk. He t ol d me recently tih
bad things. He likes to walk the path with just he ap
God.

A young man stopped by telling us he would only disty
us this once. He wanted some food. We gave him sq
beans and rice to cook at his heus He sai
(Thank you) and left. Two days later he was back

Adi sturb us just this ongd
again. Hmmmé

Diego stopped ira few weeks ago Heds th
who | wrote about before. | could tell he was botide
about somet hing. i What 069
way my |life is,0 he said

street to the park and talking for about 45 minutes ab
his life. He is a good liar, but | think he might be tellin

me-ireworks ( Fuegos artificiales)
iCkoy Kia (age 1)
was
lyBoom! Boom! Boom!
e | denid dhis hwailé d was washing dishes. The plates
v glasses nattled fpgether whilg the flogy isesmend gouskake,
b tsed © fgnore|it angd gefdone yvithamy ghare, gut this preYs
L difficult when everypboomshook me. After about five minute
td)fjust Istening, | decided to go and watch the fireworks.
| tcl|mtﬁdeup §1% sétasl’rsn t8 pur Ifttlle gc%:“m{nonglror%).ra‘n. FJoOr
c} ose high windows | was at)Ie to see'miles an mllves on el
side. llookda U N> A I KU | KShwye brighRAshidk
green. The nexwhistlesup from where it was lit, flies into thg
rbsky and lights up the deep dense night with colors red, wh
NMgold, and green. | watch for a little while more, then leave
drestarfinty dishesi wheh the excitement finally ended.
to Here in Costa Ricae can expect fireworks of all types froj
d KNR aAl Yit éw 9d&Sy sdzll alt 22 rb $@ s &
festive and publicly show their joy and excitement for the ng
eé%,l-oéh%)@ I-r%ll?] ySs &SI N L f 2d

wait for the explosions thigeek!
|
Happy few|Yeaq ¢ | o g | Al donot I

[ Note:V\ﬁreWSrQsdar% ﬂot ithied & ﬂjét thig seg’sgnroptﬁe%

PYlere. It is not uncommon to hear the booms and see
0 flashes whenever someone is celebrating something.

the truth this tine. He was crying at times and eve
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http://www.opencircleperu.org/wordpress
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though his English is very goa
never done that before. He t h
him all things are possible and that living on the street was probabl
lot hader than having a real jobwhen | told him we were praying
for him he seemed genuinely moved. He came back a few days la
when | wasnot her e. He tol d

two days, had a job interview and wanted me to take picturbsrof ]
for his CV (resume). He stopped in last night again, but this time he™
was different. He wasnot just &
(wedve seen a | ot earfhsomemopdy.&Ve d
havendt se,enbthti mwesdme still pr

1 We still buy bread from thgoung mother and her daughtmd son
who stop by every week selling homemade (and often still wa
carrot cake and banana bread.

1 A number of women with small children testoppedn asking for
food. We give it to them. Sometimes they move on. Other times
take that as a sign to ask for more stuff (like toys for their kids). T
dondt get the other stuff.

Prayers and Praises

Pl ease pray with wusé
A For thepeople who still come to the gate.

A We are still in need of long term financial partners to partner with us
weekly, monthly, semséinnually, or annually.

A Ash has been asked to preach again at church (in Spanish). Please
pray for wisdom conceing what to preach about and for the language
to flow easily. He has also been asked to be one of the chaplains for
the language school students.

A Praise: We are | earning Spani sh! Ités amazing
people on the street and bathderstand what is being said and be
understood.

A Please pray for the timing of when we are supposed to go to Peru. We
have tickets for April 20009, but, as al ways, we
Will our Spanish be sufficient? Should we wait until Asgto go?
There are a lot of details to work through concerning this.

A Our family and friends, whom we love and miss very much

What 6s happening in our |ives?

A new trimester has begun at school. This means we are back at hitting the
books and formally learning how to speak Spanish. Ash is taking a course
called FARO which allows him to walk around the community and speak
with 7 or more native speakers abopegific topics. This is going to be good

for him because he does like to talk. Audra is in the traditional classroom and

how we

want

t
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