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Sharpening the blade

Wizard of Oz when it came on TV. It happened every year. | don’t remember when or what channel, but | remember sitting

with my family and watching Dorothy and Toto making friends with the scarecrow, tin man and cowardly lion as they all made
their way to Oz. Of all the lines in the movie, | think | had a favorite one. It was when Dorothy held Toto in her arms and said with
big eyes, “I don't think were in Kansas anymore!”

W hen | was a kid growing up in the United States, one of the things we could count on all the time was the chance to watch The

Those are words we’ve used off and on here in Costa Rica. Although there are a lot of similarities between the United States and
Costa Rica, there are some major differences. Let me give you an example: cutting grass. The city has the responsibility to cut the
grass in the parks. They do it occasionally and it doesn’t stay well groomed for very long, but looking at how things are done, it is
understandable. The city hires a group of men armed with weed whips (and maybe a push mower) to descend on the park in order to
make it look nice. What would take a few hours in the states by one person on a big riding mower, takes a day or two here. They do a
decent job, and we enjoy running through the trimmed lawns for a few weeks.

Some people have small patches of grass in front (jardin) or in back (patio) of their houses. We are one of the fortunate ones with
this type of green space, and so every once in a while we get a knock at the gate as a man and boy (we"ve never seen a woman doing
this) with a rake and weed whip tied to his bicycle. He tries to negotiate a good price (good for him, would be the best scenario, he
thinks). If we agree on a price, we open the gate, he enters and cuts the grass.

Some people though, cannot afford to buy a weed whip, a rake or a bicycle. They come around simply carrying a machete (you
know, one of those long knives Indiana Jones used to cut a path through the jungles). That is what they use to cut the grass, the trees,
and trim the bushes (it"s an all purpose tool).

It’s pretty common to see machetes in the hands of scruffy workmen and boys as young as five or six years old. Not everybody
carries one, but we do see them. 1 still shake my head and laugh when we walk our kids to school and right outside the gate of the
school is a man cutting the grass or trimming the trees by whacking away with his machete. Hardly anyone gives him a second
glance. It’s a part of life, and the job needs to be done. (I told you we aren’t in Kansas anymaore.)

We don’t always see them hard at work, though. Sometimes we see a man sitting on the sidewalk or in the park with his machete
in one hand and a whetstone in the other. He is sharpening the blade. He has to do this every once in a while if he is going to be
effective in his work. If it were dull, the grass wouldn’t cut very easily and be left ragged and ugly and uneven. People wouldn’t
really want him to come back. While he’s sitting there, he’s getting ready to work...

...but wait, he is working. This preparation and sharpening is a part of his job. It’s important. We were reminded of this the other
day. !;M‘ m . —

There are a lot of times for us here at language school to look forward to what will ‘
happen when we get to the mission field...when we get to Perd. We can’t wait to be
able to finally get to work. But the truth is, we don’t have to wait. What we are doing
right now is work. It is ministry. While we are sitting in class and doing homework
and conjugating verbs and learning new bits and pieces of grammar and making
mistakes and trying again, we are sharpening the blade. If we get to Per( and can’t
effectively speak the language, we will be about as useful as a gardener’s rusty
machete.
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iGracias a Dios por esta oportunidad para aprender espafiol! jGracias por la obra
de hoy! (Thanks be to God for the chance to learn Spanish! Thanks for the work of
today!)

Be blessed in all you do...
To God be the glory! jA Dios sea la Gloria!
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Wedve made a deci si on

offering your ideas and support in this. We’ve finally been lead to a decision we believe is the correct one: we will be staying
here in Costa Rica until August. Our tickets have been changed already, so we will now be flying to Lima directly from here
on August 17. Please continue to pray for wisdom in the coming weeks and months.

W e’ve been praying a lot about the proper time for us to leave Costa Rica and move to Peru. Thanks for praying with us and

All Work and no play

discovered places to go to “get away from it all.” There are a number of neat museums that cost very little or nothing (the

children’s museum here is one of the best we have seen anywhere) and we can find parks every few blocks, it seems. All that’s
good, but what we really like to do is get out of the city when we can. We had a chance to do that the first weekend of February. Our
church (La Iglesia Nazareno del Bosque) went camping at Playa Tambor (Tambor Beach) on the Nicoya Peninsula on the Pacific
Coast. We left early in the morning (2 am), took a ferry across the Gulf of Nicoya, and spent two nights and three days getting
sunburned, learning culture, building sandcastles, eating rice, playing in the waves, eating more rice, collecting seashells, eating rice
again, and having a good time getting to know our Latin brothers and sisters in Christ even better. You can see pictures of our time at
the beach by going to our online photo album at http://picasaweb.google.com/opencircleperu.

I t is hard to study a language every day for many hours. Every once in a while we need a break. Here in the San Jose area, we’ve

| t has beené

his is the third year of our newsletters and in those pages we have talked a lot about our family. 1 think all of this information
has been in back issues. See if you can match the time that’s passed with the event. Answers are at the end of the newsletter.

almost 12 yearsago We began our ministry as pastor’s family in Ball Ground, Georgia.

20 yearsago 1 We moved to Costa Rica to attend language school.
16% yearsago 1 Our daughter, Aylis, was born in Georgia.
14 yearsago 1 We finally accepted God’s call to be missionaries and started the whole process.
12 yearsago 1 Accepted God’s call to be a pastor’s family and began ministry at Farmville UMC.
10 yearsago 1 Our daughter, Soraya, was born in Georgia.
9% yearsago 1 Audra and Ash got married in Minnesota.
1% yearsago 1 Our daughter, Kia, was born in Georgia.
3 yearsago 1 We visited Huancayo, Per, to see if God really was calling us to work there.
2 yearsago 1 Our Son, Todd, was born in Georgia.
1
1

7 monthsago

Audra and Ash began leading Bible Studies together.



http://picasaweb.google.com/opencircleperu

A new ministry

A

udra and Ash have started working at a new ministry. The place where the girls go to youth group (see the January 2009
newsletter) has a weekly program for Spanish speakers who want to learn to speak English. Students come from all walks of
life and are a variety of ages. The cost is minimal (only ¢1.000, or about $2) so most people can be a part of it. They team teach
with another woman from the language institute for about 50 minutes, and then enjoy a coffee break, a Christian song and a bible
lesson, before teaching again for the remaining half hour or so. Last week we had about 15 students ranging in age from about 6 to
about 60 or so. Some have been in the beginning class for about five years, others are brand new. It’s a lot of fun, and, to be honest,
we can relate to them when it comes to learning a new language. We know where they are and how challenging it can be. The
hardest part for the students: How we pronounce words. It’s working well that the three of us grew up in different parts of the
country (Oregon-Montana, Wisconsin-Minnesota, Georgia and South Carolina) so we can share our different accents. The class lasts
until the week before Easter.

Please join us as we pray
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lease pray with us for the following:

1

Decisions for the coming school term. We don’t know
what is the right type of classes and learning in which to
be involved. Ask for God’s guidance in this.

Our ability to speak Spanish.
Health. A lot of viruses are going around that really
aren’t any fun at all. Please pray that we all remain

healthy.

Our spiritual lives. Please pray that we may all grow
closer to God during our time here.

Soraya is teething (again) and isn’t happy some of the
time.

Ayli 8§ and Kia are
pray that the experience will be a positive one.

has beené

20 years ago, Audra and Ash began leading Bible Studies together.
16% years ago, Audra and Ash got married in Minnesota.
14 years ago, our daughter, Kia, was born in Georgia.

12

year s

ago our daughter,

10 years ago our son, Todd, was born in Georgia.

9% years ago, we accepted God’s call to be a pastor’s family and began
ministry at Farmville UMC (Calhoun, GA)
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7% years ago we began our ministry as pastor’s family in Ball Ground,

Georgia.
3 years ago, we finally accepted God’s call to be missionaries and started the
whole process.
2 years ago, we visited Huancayo, Perd, to see if God really was calling us to work there.

Almost 1Y years ago, our daughter, Soraya, was born in Georgia.
7 months ago, we moved to Costa Rica to attend language school.

Goodf ri ends of ours deald.
The people who come to our gate. Some of the stories
are true. Others are lies. Pray for our ability to

discern which is which.

Ash’s parents and grandparents as they prepare for
lambing season (tons of 24 hour work for about a
month).

Ash as he serves as chaplain at the language school
so that he can make the right decisions in leadership.

Audra will be attending a woman’s retreat the first
weekend of March. Pray for a great experience with
God. (And, yes, the kids will be fine with Ash!)

Todd is missing Georgia.
homesickness.

Please pray for his




How to contact us

Snail Mail: The McEuen Family (or any of our names)
Instituto de Lengua Espafiola
Apartado 100-2350
San José, Costa Rica

E-Mail: southernbranch@peoplepc.com

Blog: www.opencircleperu.org/wordpress

Online Photo Album:  picasaweb.google.com/OpenCirclePeru

Phone: 678.701.3757 (Atlanta area number we answer through our computer)
2226.6872 (local number here in Costa Rica)

Skype Name: opencircleperu (Skype is a free download and we can talk for free)

Photos (in order from the front): (title) A view of the beach at Playa Tambor; a picture from the web of a Costa Rican man sharpening
a machete; Soraya enjoying (and | mean enjoying) a watermelon; Kia and Ayli$§ jumping for joy; Ash and Ayli$ at the beach (yeah, the
sun is bright); Todd building a sandcastle; Audra and Soraya on the Ferry across the Gulf of Nicoya; Kia and Todd (after a few days in
the sun).

DEAR ASH, AUDRA, KIA, AYLIS, TODD, AND SORAYA, m
Through careful and earnest prayer, | have come to the following decision: EC FA
I/we will pray for you. Please send me/us your prayer letter. W
Please update me by e-mail .
As God provides, I/we will partner with you by giving $ per month / quarter /year
I would like to give a one-time gift of $ . Please contact us again next year.

I would like to be your liaison with my church or organization.
I would like to organize an annual support raising event (e.g., sale, dinner, carwash, golf tournament, 5K run, etc)

Your name

Address

City State Zip

Phone ( ) Church

Please return this form (with your first gift, if applicable) to:

The Mission Society Designate gifts: fi |
PO Box 922637 =

Norcross, GA 300162637 % The Mission Society
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