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ȰSomeoneȭs at the gate!ȱ 
Diego is someone in his twenties, and he is a tremendous actor.  He is either 
living with his wife or his sister, and he is unemployed.  That is, he is 
unemployed if you donΩt consider begging a job.  ThatΩs what heΩs chosen to 
do during this season of his life.  HeΩs not alone in this, though.  Quite often 
we gringos (that is what we Americans are called here in Costa Ricaτno 
disrespect is intended) hear someone clanging on our gate or calling out 
ά¡Upe!έ  When that happens we can either be rude and ignore it, hoping the 
people will leave; or we can poke our heads out the door (and standing 
behind our second gate) ask the person what they want.  Sometimes itΩs food 
(beans and rice, usually).  Sometimes itΩs money for the bus (depending on 
the bus, either 20¢ or 50¢).  Or they want us to buy something from them 
(anything from blankets to cooking pots and pans to cookies and pastries).   
 
The people who want to sell us something are the easiest with which to deal.  
If they have something we want, we take a look.  If not, we simply tell them, 
άLo siento, no necesitamos,έ (Sorry, we donΩt need any) and they move on.   
 
Those who want food are pretty easy, too.  It is hard for us to begrudge food 
to anybody.  We buy extra beans and rice and put it in sandwich bags so we 
are ready.  If we have left-over gallo pinto (beans and rice) or arroz con pollo 
(chicken and rice), we are even willing to heat it up a bit for them if itΩs 
raining or a bit chilly out.  I usually ask them their name and start building a 
relationship with them while Audra or the kids get the food together.  So far, 
they havenΩt become a nuisance.   
 
ItΩs people like Diego who are hard to deal with.  As Christians, we have committed our lives to be the hands and feet of Jesus Christ, 
because as Spanish theologian Teresa of Avila said centuries ago, we are the only hands that Jesus has on this earth right now.  Like I 
said, Diego is a good actor.  He knows when to put on a sad face and when to smile.  He also knows how to speak English pretty well 
(he said he learned it on the streets talking to gringos).   When I first met him he told me about his wife and his two month old son.  
He was just asking for food (which we gave him).  He came back later that night, very distressed.  When he got home, his said, his 
neighbor told him his wife had taken their son to the hospital.  The hospital for poor people was a long way off and he needed to 
take a bus.  He couldnΩt call because he didnΩt have the numbers.  His family was too far away to help.   
 
As he spoke, Soraya (my 10 month old), laughed and played in the living room with the rest of the family.  My heart went out to 
Diego, and going against my better judgment, gave him money to take the bus.   
 
Two days later he came back asking for more money to get to the hospital.  I told him I wouldnΩt give him any more.  He asked for 
food then, and left with a bag of beans and rice.   
 
The next day he returned, very distressed.  άThe baby,έ he said, άdied last night.έ  A tear fell from his eye and came to rest at the 
corner of his mouth.   My heart went out to him and to the babyΩs mother, but I had to be careful.  Another student at the language 
school and I had been talking a few nights before about the people who come to our gates, and Diego had been to his house.  We 
compared the stories he told, and while they were mostly consistent, some important details were different (for example, he told 
me the babyΩs mother was his wife; he told my classmate she was his sister).  
 
Diego told me he needed money to get to the hospital.  He needed money to buy clothes for the funeral.  He needed money to pay 
for the funeral.   
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άI canΩt give it to you,έ I said, telling him of the inconsistencies in his story.  άI want to believe you 
(actually I didnΩt want to believe the baby had died), but I canΩt.  I wonΩt give you any money.έ  I offered 
to go to the hospital with him, but he refused.  Again I told him I would give him no money, but if he 
chose, I would do everything I could to help him get his life turned around.  άI was a pastor in the 
United States,έ I said.  άIΩve helped people grieve.  I would counsel with him emotionally and 
spiritually.έ   
 
He came back a few days later and told me the funeral was at the cemetery up the hill on Sunday 
morning, and asked if I had any shoes he could have for the funeral.  άNo,έ I said.  άIΩm sorry about 
the boy.έ   

 
Diego is a very good actor.  I donΩt know what to believe.  And there are a hundred others like him on the streets 

here in San José.  HeΩs probably addicted to drugs.  He probably lives on the streets.  The saddest part of all, though, is he doesnΩt 
have to be.  Diego is a very smart young man.  He could get a job.  He could make something of his life.  But I canΩt make that choice 
for him; he has to do it himself.   
 
We are here in Costa Rica for the purpose of learning Spanish.  ThatΩs our job this year, according to 
The Mission Society, and it is a job we are taking very seriously.  But that doesnΩt take us off the hook 
of being ChristΩs representatives in this community and culture while we are here.  Please pray for us 
so that we are wise stewards of our time and resources.  And please pray for Diego and the hundreds 
like himΧ 
 
To God be the glory!   ¡A Dios era la Gloria!  

 
Ash, Audra, Kia, !ȅƭƛǏΣ ¢ƻŘŘ ŀƴŘ {ƻǊŀȅŀ aŎ9ǳŜƴ 
 

Why there is a need for missionaries in Latin America  
Audra has been reading the biography One Step Ahead:  The Innovative Strachans and the birth of the Latin America Mission by W. 
Dayton Roberts.  In the book she found the following description of the church in Latin America:   

The Latin American variety of Roman Catholicism at that time [the early 20th century] was more often an 
ƛƳƛǘŀǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ ǊŜŀƭ /ƘǊƛǎǘƛŀƴƛǘȅ ǘƘŀƴ ŀ ǎŀƳǇƭŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ άǊŜŀƭ ǘƘƛƴƎΦέ  [ƛƪŜ ǎƛȄǘŜŜƴǘƘ-century Europe in Martin 
[ǳǘƘŜǊΩs day, Latin America was a continent waiting to be reformed.  Spain and the Hispanic world had 
been largely bypassed by the European Reformation.  With the exception of Erasmus and a few mystics like 
Juan de la Cruz Valdez and Teresa de Avila, the Spanish/Portuguese speaking parts of the world felt little 
impact form the spiritual and political revolutions sparked by Luther, Calvin, and Melanchthon. 

[ŀǘƛƴ !ƳŜǊƛŎŀ ǿŀǎ ƎǊƛǇǇŜŘΣ ǘƘŜǊŜŦƻǊŜΣ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ǎŀƳŜ ƪƛƴŘ ƻŦ άŘŀǊƪ ŀƎŜέ ƴƻƳƛƴŀƭƛǎƳ ǘƘŀǘ ƘŀŘ ǇǊŜvailed in 
Europe, but with the added factor of pagan syncretism, whereby it had absorbed much of the indigenous 
Indian religion and given it a patina of Christianity.  Many mainline observers were indeed deceived by 
this veneer into believing that Latin America was truly evangelized.   

What actually happened was that the alliance of the cross and the sword in Spanish colonialism had produced a religion of 
substitutions:  works replaced faith, merit supplanted grace, penance displaced repentance, ritual was 
substituted for worship, rote took the place of prayer, the Mediator gave way to the saints, and the virgin 
rather than her Son became the centerpiece of Christianity.  The incense, sacrifices, and feast days of the 
indigenous population were embraced by Catholicism.  The bigotry, corruption and greed of many priests 
added to the fog which obscured the Christian gospel and left the continent in spiritual lostness and in dire 
need of a biblical reformation.   

There are good things in the both the Catholic and Protestant churches in Latin America, and there are bad 
things in both.  It is not a question of taking sides or of an us against them mindset.  What is needed still 
today is strong biblical reformation, education, and teaching so that all followers of the son of God, 
regardless of the place or style of worship, live according to a Christ centered gospel.   



Audra and Ash in Puntarenas, Costa Rica 

Soȣhowȭs the food? 
We love to eat food and we love to cook it.  Here is a sample of some of the food we have on a regular basis here in Costa Rica.  By 
the way, so much rice is eaten here, the bags in which we buy it have no instructions on how to make it.  I guess everyone should 
know how to cook rice: 
 

Picadillo  
Picadillo (from the Spanish word picar which means άǘƻ ƳƛƴŎŜ ƻǊ ŎƘƻǇέύ ƛǎ ǎŜǊǾŜŘ ŀƭƭ ƻǾŜǊ [ŀǘƛƴ !ƳŜǊƛŎŀ 
and has as many varieties as there are cooks.  You can use whatever meat, spices, and vegetables/fruits 
you like.  In Costa Rica there are only three things that really remain constant:  it has to have cilantro, the 
ingredients are finely chopped, and it tastes delicious.  Experiment with your favorite flavors, and when 
weΩǊŜ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ǎǘŀǘŜǎ ŀƎŀƛƴΣ ǿŜΩŘ ƭƻǾŜ ǘƻ ǎŀƳǇƭŜ ǿƘŀǘ ȅƻǳΩǾŜ ŎǊŜŀǘŜŘΗ 
 
1 medium onion, chopped 
1 clove garlic, minced 
1 pound ground extra lean beef 
1 bunch cilantro, chopped 
1/8 teaspoon salt 
pinch ground red pepper 
1 cup or more diced vegetable (potatoes, green 
beans, green plantain, green papaya, etc. ς the 
choice is yours) 
¼ cup chopped pepper 
 

In a large skillet over medium-high heat, brown 
the ground beef, onion, garlic until the onion is 
tender and the meat is no longer pink and the 
juices run clear. Drain off all fat.  
 
Add all remaining ingredients. Bring to a 
simmer and cook 5 minutes. Add peppers and 
heat through.  
 
Serve with rice and bread 

. 

We want to talk to your group :  Live from Costa Rica! 
Because of the wonders of technology, we can still talk to your Sunday School class, MenΩǎ ƻǊ ²ƻƳŜƴΩǎ ƎǊƻǳǇΣ ŎƻƳƳƛǘǘŜŜΣ ƻǊ 
whatever group you would like.  For just a few pennies a minute, we can call you from our computer (or if you live within the Atlanta 
area, you can call us for free).  If you want to see the person to whom you are talking, we can also set up a video conference.  All you 
would need on your end is to download Skype (for free at www.skype.com) onto your computer.  E-mail us or call us at 
678.701.3757 to talk about the options or to schedule a time to talk with your group. 
 

Prayer needs for the next few weeks  
¶ Diego and the people like him who are not using the gifts God has given them.   

  

¶ Adjustment into school for all of us, but especially for Soraya 
who has never really been in a daycare type situation. 
 

¶ Visas.  We are still trying to get all our paperwork in for 
student visas in Costa Rica.  Most of it is finished, but there are 
a few details to work out.   
 

¶ Partnership.  We already have 100% of our startup costs met 
(Praise God!)  We still need partners, however, who will pledge 
to regular support for our ongoing budget if we are going to 
stay on the field. 
 

¶ Relationships with the Costa Rican people.  We have come to 
Costa Rica in order to learn Spanish.  In the process, we believe 
God wants us to form friendships with some of the Costa Rican 
people.  This is not going to be easy, but with God all things 
are possible.   
 

¶ Acquistion of the Spanish Langauge.  Pray for all of us as we 
learn Spanish.  Ask God to help us to be willing to be fools for 
Christ as we make a lot of mistakes on our road to fluency. 

http://www.skype.com/


How to contact us in Costa Rica 
e-mail:  southernbranch@peoplepc.com  
Skype:  opencircleperu (for video calls) 
Phone 1:  678.701.3757 (this number costs the same as a call to Atlanta, 

GA, and we answer it through our computer) 
Phone 2:  011.506.2226.68.72 (this number costs the same as an inter-

national call, and it rings the phone in our home) 
Snail Mail:    

La Familia McEuen (or any of our names) 
 Instituto de Lengua Española 
 Apartado 100-2350 
 San José, Costa Rica 
 
Concerning snail mail, we can receive envelopes (even large, manila sized envelopes), but packages are difficult (and often 
expensive) to get through customs here (we heard recently of a person who sent a box of about $20 worth of candy to the school 
here.  It cost the person here $150 to get it through customs!)  If you want to send us anything larger than an envelope, please try 
finding a mission team or other persons coming to Costa Rica to deliver it to us (or contact us to see if we know of any from this 
end).   Thanks for all you do! 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

DEAR ASH, AUDRA, KIA, AYLIś, TODD, AND SORAYA, 

 

Through careful and earnest prayer, I have come to the following decision: 

 

 I/we will pray for you.  Please send me/us your prayer letter. 

 Please update me by e-mail ________________________________________________________________________  

 As God provides, I/we will  partner with you by giving $ __________ per month / quarter /year 

 I would like to give a one-time gift of $ __________.  Please contact us again next year.   

 I would like to be your liaison with my church or organization. 

 I would like to organize an annual support raising event (e.g., sale, dinner, carwash, golf tournament, 5K run, etc) 

 

 

Your name ____________________________________________________________________________________________  

 

Address ______________________________________________________________________________________________  

 

City_____________________________________________________ State________________ Zip _____________________  

 

Phone (______) ___________________________ Church ______________________________________________________  

 

Please return this form (with your first gift, if applicable) to: 

The Mission Society Designate gifts:  ñMcEuen Support 5/232ò 

PO Box 922637 

Norcross, GA  30010-2637 

 

mailto:southernbranch@peoplepc.com

