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(Bomeone® at the gate!d

Diego is someone in his twenties, and he is a tremendous actor. He is eithg
living with his wife or his sister, and he is unemployedhat is, he is
unemployed if you dofd consider begging a job. Ti&tvhat hé chosen to '_'_’S_.,'E-Nl 23
do duing this season of his life. Rewot alone in this, though. Quite often : E" “”A'ﬁ""““ 0
we gringos (thatis what we Americans arealled here in Costa Ritano k
disrespect is intended) hear someone clanging on our gate or callihg
0jUpee When that happens we can either be rude and ignore it, hoping the
people will lave; or we can poke our heads out the door (and standing
behind our second gate) askettperson whattey want. Sometimes@& food “' "“
(beans and riceysually). Sometimes@ money for the bus (depending on TS0 WY ‘.“‘.
the bus, either 20 or 50¢). Or they want us to buy something from them | AW
(anything from blankets to cooking pots and pans to cookies and pastries). v~ |!" "
TAVERE
LT

The people who want to sell us something are the easiest with which to dea
If they have something we want, we take a look. If not, we simply tell them
oLosiento, ro necesitamog (Sorry, we dof2need any) and they move on.

Those who wat food are pretty easy, too. It is hard for us to begrudge food
to anybody. We buy extra beans and rice amd ipin sandwich bags so we
are ready. If we have lefivergallo pinto (beans and rice) or arroz copollo
(chicken and rice), we are even willing to heat it up a bit for themdf it
raining or a bit chilly out.l usually ask them their name and start building a
relationship with them while Audra or the kids get the food togeth&o far,
they have®become anuisance

Looking out the front door of our house

ItQ people like Diego who are hard to deal with. Chsistians, we have committed our lives to be tads and feet of Jesus Christ,
because as SpanigiheologianTeresa of Avila said centuries ago, we are the only hands thatldaswus this earth right now. Like |
said, Diego is a good actor. He knows when to put on a sad face and when to smile. He also knows hovie tmykgigaiktty well

(he said he learrabit on the streetdalking to gingos). When | first met him he told me about his wife and his two month old son.
He was just asking for food (which we gave him). He came back later that night, very distressed. When he got homeikis said
neighbor told him his wife had takeheir son to the hospital. The hospital for poor people was a long way off and hedézd

take a bus. He coul@rcallbecausehe didrhave the numbers. His family was too far away to help.

As he spoke, Soraya (my 10 month old), laughedi@ayed in the living room with the rest of the familpMly heart went out to
Diego, and going against my better judgment, gave him money to take the bus.

Two days later he came back asking for more money to getadtspital. | told him | wouldRgive him any more. He asked for
food then, and left with a bag of beans and rice.

The next day he returned, very distressetil.he baby he said,édied last night A tear fell from his eye and came to rest at the
corner of his mouth. My heart went out to him and to the bal® mother, but | had to be careful. Another student at tlkenguage
school and | had been talking a few nightsdvefabout the people who come to our gates, @ikgo had been to his house. We
compared the stories he told, and while they were mostly consistent, some important detaisdifferent (for example, he told
me the bab@® mother was his wife; & told my classmate she was his sister).

Diego told me he needed money to get to the hitebb He needed money to buy clothes for the funeral. He needed money to pay
for the funeral.


http://www.opencircleperu.org/

d car® give it to you¢ | said, telling him of the inconsistencies in his stody.want to believe you
(actuallyl didn@want to believe the baby had died), but | @nl wor@give you any money. | offered

to go to the hospital with him, but he refused.gain | told him | would give him no money, but if he

chose, | would do everything | could to helpnhget his life turned around.dl was a pastor in the
United Sates¢ | said. dQe helped people grieve. | would counsel with him emotionally and
spiritually€

He came back a few days later and told me the funeral was at the cemgidtye hill on Sunday
morning, andasked if | had any shoes he could have for the funefidb¢ | said. d@ sorry about
the boyg

Diego is a very good actor. | ddknow what to believe.And there are a hundred others like him on the streets
here in Sa José. Ha probably addicted to drugs. hbeobably lives on the streets. The saddest part of all, though, is he @oesn
have to be. Diego is a very smart young man. He could get a job. He could make something of his life @BiatKectra choice

for him; he has to do it himself.

We are here in Costa Rica for the purpose of learning Spantsi@® ©ur job this year, according to | Ll
The Mission Society, and it is a job we are taking very seriously. But that@aésenus off the hook

of being Chrid® representatives in this community and culture while we are here. Please pray for u
so that we are wise stewards of our time and resources. And please prayefmr &1id the hundresl
like himX

To God be the gloryljA Dios era la Gloria!
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Ash, Audra,Kia, 8t AT > ¢2RR YR {2N}e&l a09dzsSy

Why there is a need for missionaries in Latin America

Audra has been readirthe biographyOne Step AheadThe Innovative Strachans and the birth of the Latin America MibgioN.
Dayton Roberts. In the book she found tleidwing description of the church in Latin America:

The Latin American variety of Roman Catholicism at that fthree early 20 century] was more often an
AYAGFEGAZ2Y 2F NBFf / KNRAGAFYyAGe O kengryBuropih Marih S 2 F (K
[ dzii Kdaw.Iatin America was a continemaiting to be reformed Spain and the Hispanic world had

been largely bypassed by the European Reformation. With the exception of Erasmus and a few mystics like

Juan de la Cruz Valdez and Teresa dia,Alie Spanish/Portuguese speaking parts of the world felt little

impact form the spiritual and political revolutions sparked by Luther, Calviryialehchthon

[FGAY 1T YSNAOI g1 a 3ANAKRLIISRE GKSNBT2NBI AvdledikS &+ YS
Europe, but with the added factor of pagan syncretism, whereby it had absorbed much of the indigenous
Indian religion and given it a patina of Christianity. Many mainline observers were indeed deceived by

this veneer into believing that Latin &nica was truly evangelized.

What actually happened was that the alliance of the cross and the sword in Spanish colonialism had produced a religion of
substitutions: works replaced faith, merit supplanted grace, penance displaced repentance, ritual was

substituted for worship, rote took the place of prayer, the Mediator gave way to the saints, and the virgip
rather than her Son became the centerpiece of Christianity. Thas@csacrifices, and feast dayf the
indigenous population were embraced batllicism. The bigotry, corruption and greed of many priests
added to the fog which obscured the Christian gospel and left the continent in spiritual lostness and in d
need of a biblical reformation.

There are good things in the both the Catholid drotestant churches in Latin America, and there are bad
things in both. It is not a question of taking sides or of an us against them mindset. What is needed st
today is strong biblical reformation, education, and teaching so that all followerdhefson of God,
regardless of the place or style of worship, live according to a Christ centered gospel.



S8 how & the food?

We love to eat food and we love to cook it. Hesaisample ofome of the food we have on a regular basis here in Costa Rica. By
the way, so much rice is eaten here, the bags Imctv we buy ithaveno instructions on how to make it. | guess everyone should
know how to cook rice:

Picadillo

Picadillo (from the Spanish wopicarwhich meangt (i 2 YAY @%® AN GRONWSR |t 2SN [ |
and has as many varieties as there are cooksu can use whatever meat, spices, and vegetables/fruits

you like. In Costa Rica thei@e onlythree things that really remain constanit has to have cilantro, the

ingredients are finely chopped, and it tastes deliciokgperiment withyour favorite flavors, and when

weQNB Ay GKS QRIS izl WS LOSSIsKERH & 2 dz

1 medium onion, chopped In a large skillet over mediwrigh heat, brown

1 clove garlic, minced the ground beef, onion, garlic until the onion is
1 pound ground extra lean beef tender and the meat is no longer pink and the
1 bunch cilantro, chopped juicesrun clear. Drain off all fat.

1/8 teaspoon salt

pinchground redpepper Add all remaining ingredientsBring to a

1 cup or more diced vegetable (potatoes, green simmer and cook 5 minutes. Ageéppers and
beans, gren plantain, green papayaetc. ¢ the heat through.

choice is yours)

Y4 cup choppepepper Serve with rice and bread

We want to talk to your group : Live from Costa Rica!

Because of thavonders of technology, we can still talé your Sunday School class, Mea 2 NJQ&A 2 AP dzLJs O2 Y
whatever group you would like-or just a few pennies a minyte/e can call you from our computdpr if you live within the Atlanta

area, you can call us for free). If you wamseethe person to whom you are talkingve can also set up a video conferenc&ll you

would need on your end is to download Skyder (free at www.skype.com onto your computer Email us or call us at
678.701.37570 talk about the options or to schedule a time to talk with your group.

Prayer needs for the next few weeks

1 Diego and the people like hinvho are not using the gifts Gdths given them.

1 Adjustment into schoolfor all of us, but especially for Soraya
who has never really been in a daycare type situation.

1 Visas We arestill trying to ge all our paperwork in for
student visas in Costa Rica. Most of it is finished, but there &
a few details to work out

1 Partnership We already have 100% of our startup costs me |
(Praise God!Westill need partners howeverwho will pledge
to regular supportfor our ongoing budget if we are going to
stay on the field.

1 Relationships with the Costa Rican peopl&/e have come to
Costa Rica in order to learn Spanish. In the process, we beli(
God wants us to form friendships with some of the Costa Rici =
people. This is not going to be easy, but with God all thing¢ &
are possible.

1 Acquistion of the Spanish Langge Pray for all of us as we
learn Spanish. Ask God to help us to be willing to be fools for
Christ as we make a lot of mistakes on our road to fluency.

Audra and Ash in Puntarenas, Costa Rica
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How to contact us in Costa Rica

e-mail: southernbranch@peoplepc.com
Skype: opencircleper(ior video cils)
Phonel: 678.701.3757this number costs the same as a call to Atlanta,
GA, and we answer it through our computer
Phone2: 011.506.2226.68.72 (this number costs the same as arrinter
nationalcall, and it rings the phone in our home)
Snail Mail:
La Familia McEuen (or any of our names)
Instituto de Lengua Espafiola
Apartado 1062350
San José, Costa Rica

Concerning snail mail, we can receive envelopes (even large, manila sized envdlopgsickages are difficult (and often
expensie) to get through customs here (we heard recentlyagierson who sent a box of about $20 worth of candy to the school
here. It cost the person herel$0 to get it through customs!)f you want to send us anything larger than an envelgpeasetry
finding a mission teanor other persongoming to ©sta Rica to deliver it to us (or contact us to see if we know of any from this
end). Thanks for all you do!
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DEAR ASH, AUDRA, KIA, AYLIS, TODD, AND SORAY‘

Through careful and earnest praydnave come to the following decision: Ec FA

I/we will pray for you. Please semde/usyour prayer letter. W

Please updatme by emalil
As God providesl/we will partner withyou by giving $ per month / quarter /year

| would like to give a on¢ime gift of $ . Please contact us again next year.

I would like to be youtiaisonwith my church or organization.

| would like to organize an annual support raising evegt,(sale, dinneicarwash, golfournament, 5K run, etc)

Your name

Address

City State Zip

Phone ( ) Church

Pleaseeturn this form (with your first gift, if applicable) to:

The Mission Society Designate gi fts: f
PO Box 922637 =

Norcross, GA 300162637 %‘The Mission Society
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