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So much to learn 
 oly Week in Latin America is celebrated more differently than we would have imagined.  We figured there wouldn´t be 
chocolate bunnies and peeps or for that matter dying and hunting eggs, but those things are the ¨commercial¨ aspects of the 
holiday anyway.   We had expected, however, that the evangelical churches here like in the United States would be anxiously 

awaiting the coming of Easter and would therefore have at least Good Friday and Easter 
Sunday services.  On the Sunday before Easter (Palm Sunday), we got a clue that things might 
ƴƻǘ ōŜ ŀǎ ǿŜ ƘŀŘ ƘƻǇŜŘΧŦƛǊǎǘΣ ǘƘŜǊŜ ǿŀǎ ƴƻ ƳŜƴǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ WŜǎǳǎȰ ŜƴǘǊȅ ƛƴǘƻ WŜǊǳǎŀƭŜƳ ŀƴŘ 
definitely no palm branches (except on the trees outside as usual) and Good Friday and Easter 
Sunday both were announced as work days at the church.   Wow, there we were colliding 
smack into cultural differences.   
 
The reasons for this are at least two fold.  The first is the goal of evangelical churches here to 
distance themselves as far from the Catholic Church as possible.  Somehow even if something 
is Biblical, but Catholics practice it, this thing is contaminated.  We feel like much of the 
richness of life in Christ is lost with this practice.  The second reason as explained to me by one 
of our teachers is that every Sunday is a great celebration of the birth, death and resurrection 
and so it isn´t necessary to do anything different on a certain Sunday.  To us this reason 
explained a  bit about why Christmas services were also nothing out of the ordinary, but it still 
didn´t make it feel like Easter. 
 
To be true to our own sense of the Christian year, we added a few activities to help remind us 
of the events of Holy Week.  We started on Wednesday by inviting some friends to a Seder Service (a Passover dinner like Jesus 
shared with his disciples).  About 20 of us took the time to remind ourselves how God led his chosen people out of bondage in Egypt 
by showing His power in bringing ten plagues culminating in the death of the first born sons and even animals in all of Egypt.  One of 
the most memorable and exciting things for us is realizing that images of the Messiah are everywhere in this dinner and that God 
kept all of his promises when he sent Jesus. 
 

We were blessed to be invited to a Good Friday Service held by some friends.  This was a 
great time of fellowship followed by a Tennebrae Service in which lights are extinguished 
one by one as various passages are read.  Jesus met with the disciples, was crucified and laid 
in the tombΧ  On Sunday morning around six o´clock, we joined friends across the street in 
the park and sang and talked about the resurrection.  When all of us stepped into the house 
with smells of breakfast casserole and cinnamon rolls, we were taken back to various other 
early mornings with other brothers and sisters in Christ in church fellowship halls and were 
thankful yet again that God faithfully raises up family for us no matter where we go. 
 
So we celebrated and remembered. So what?  The food we received by meeting God that 
week helps us to live into what happened next:  after the resurrection, Jesus looked at Peter 
ŀƴŘ ŀǎƪŜŘΣ ά5ƻ ȅƻǳ ƭƻǾŜ ƳŜΚέ  ¢ƘǊŜŜ ǘƛƳŜǎ tŜǘŜǊ ǘƻƭŘ WŜǎǳǎΣ ά¸Ŝǎ L ƭƻǾŜ ȅƻǳΧέ ŀƴŘ WŜǎǳǎ 
gave him three sets of instructions which I believe are for all of us who claim to love him.  
άCŜŜŘ Ƴȅ ƭŀƳōǎΧ¢ŀƪŜ ŎŀǊŜ ƻŦ Ƴȅ ǎƘŜŜǇΧŦŜŜŘ Ƴȅ ǎƘŜŜǇΧέ  WŜǎǳǎ ƪƴŜǿ ƘŜ ǿƻǳƭŘƴΩǘ ōŜ ƘŜǊŜ 
much longer; he knŜǿ ǎƻƳŜƻƴŜ ŀƭƛǾŜΣ ǇǊŜǎŜƴǘΣ ǿƛǘƘ άǎƪƛƴ ƻƴέ ǿƻǳƭŘ ƘŀǾŜ ǘƻ ƴǳǊǘǳǊŜ ǘƘŜ 

little ones, take care of those over whom he wept and put food before them.  Jesus chose Peter and he has chosen each one of us to 
tend the sheep of his choice, not ours. 
 
May God find you faithfully loving those whom he died for, all of them, without exception. 
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One of the ministries in which we are involved 
 n addition to learning Spanish (our primary job here in Costa Rica) we are also involved in a number of ministries.  If you 
would like to see a quick view of one of them, go to our blog (www.opencircleperu.org/wordpress) and click on the link 
άTaller Infantilέ located under the heading άour videosέ on the right hand side of the screen (look below The Mission Society 

logo).  Now that we know better how to edit the videos, we hope to be posting video more often (as time permits, of course). 

 

An excuse to visit Costa Rica 
 ant an excuse to visit Costa Rica?  Every trimester, the students at the Language Institute have a week of inspiring messages 
from Scripture to help us understand more deeply the call God has on our lives.  During this time (called Semana de Infasis 
Espiritual or Spiritual Emphasis Week), adults have the opportunity to worship in the mornings and evenings.  The kids are 

taken care of during the mornings (they are in summer school), but in the evenings it is more difficult.  That´s where you come in:  
We are looking for a team to come down to Costa Rica to hold a Vacation Bible School with the children here.  It would be entirely in 
English (so you don´t have to worry about language issues), and the kids and parents will love you.  If you want to, there are also 
opportunities to do some work during the day, as well.  If you would like more information, contact us and well help out from this 
end.  The date for Spiritual Emphasis Week this term is Monday, June 29 through Friday, July 3.   

 

Financial update 
 our financial gifts and your prayers for us have been received and are greatly appreciated.  Thank you!  We want to give you 
a quick update of where we are financially.  In nutshell:  Almost there, but not quite.  Because of the cost of international 
health insurance and other expenses, we are still in need of a few more churches and individuals to partner regularly with us 

financially.  A few statistics to share with you: 

  
 Percentage of individuals giving ..........................................................................................................................70% 

 Percentage of large churches (greater than 1000 members) ................................................................................ 2% 

 Percentage of medium sized churches (between 250 to 1000 members) ............................................................. 3% 

 Percentage of medium/small sized churches (between 100 to 250 members) ...................................................... 6% 

 Percentage of even smaller churches (fewer than 100 members) ........................................................................12% 
  Note: Of these churches, about half have around 25 or fewer in worship on average Sundays 

 Women´s Groups ................................................................................................................................................ 6% 

 Men´s Groups...................................................................................................................................................... 1% 

Of all the people who have given in the past year, 49% 
are regular supporters of the ministry (whether monthly, 
quarterly or annually).  The remainder of our gifts has 
been one time blessings.  We appreciate all who have 
partnered with us in the ministry, but in order to stay on 
the field, it is urgent for us to have more people and/or 
churches supporting us on a regular basis. 

Please pray that God will touch the hearts of people to 
partner financially with us for $10, $25, $50, $100 or 
more a month.  It will make a tremendous difference and 
help us to stay where we believe God has called us to 
work: in Latin America.   
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April 26, 2009 ï Yesterday we went to a ministry close to Parque Bosque.  

What we do is do a bible study with kids from difficult  families. In the bible 

study we learned about David. After that we played a game called Mono 

(Monkey).  It is sort of like Monkey in the middle except the monkeys avoid 

the ball.  Lastly, we had a meal of lentils and rice; it was delicious even though 

it sounds simple.  I think it is good to tell kids about Christ because when they 

have kids they will tell their kids about Christ.     By Todd (age 10) 

On Friday, I was talking 

to my Spanish teacher, Ms. 

Sole, and she told me how I 

shouldn´t fall in love, 

because it´s very painful. 

   

I said, ñYes, but it´s a 

very beautiful feeling, too.ò 
   

Ms. Sole agreed, because 

she said it was a feeling of 

the heart.  She told me Iḿ a 

girl of love always, because 

I write and sing about it a 

lot.   

 

Now, when I think about 

it, I realize how much love 

I´ve been given.  Through 
the huge amounts of love 

I´ve received, I have been 

called to give that love back 

out to others who cry out 

for it.  God has given me so 

much, and so through the 

things I do in Costa Rica, I 

try to give it out equally.  

John 13.35; 1 Corinthians 

13.4-7.  By Kia Louise (age 14) 

Yesterday, Kia and I went with our Bible Study 

group to La Carpio.  La Carpio is a favella (slum) 

area near San José.  We went to help another 

missionary there named Kathy.  First, Ms. Kathy 

started their normal Bible Study in Spanish.  It was 

about being beautiful to God.  After that, our gringa 

group gave them facials and painted their nails.  I 

could tell that they really enjoyed it.  All the girls 

were very nice and welcoming, too.  I´m glad that I 

got the opportunity to do something for them.    
By AyliŜ (age 12) 



How to contact us 
 

Snail Mail:  

 

The McEuen Family (or any of our names) 
Instituto de Lengua Española 

Apartado 100-2350 

San José, Costa Rica 

 

E-Mail:  southernbranch@peoplepc.com 

 

Blog: www.opencircleperu.org/wordpress 

 

Online Photo Album: picasaweb.google.com/OpenCirclePeru  

 

Phone: 678.701.3757 (Atlanta area number we answer through our computer) 

2226.6872 (local number here in Costa Rica)  
Our phone (and skype) is hooked through our computer in a back room.  We will try to listen for the phone, 

but sometimes (okay, often) miss it.  Leave a message, and we will get back to you. 

 

Skype Name: opencircleperu (Skype is a free download and we can talk for free) 

 

 

Photos (in order from the front):  a friend playing the guitar (guitars are a very big part of the culture here in Latin America); a statue 

of Saint Peter being carried in a procession on Good Friday in Desamparados, Costa Rica; A young boy dressed in costume for the 

pageant play in front of the church in Desamparados; Kia at the ministry in La Carpio; AyliŜ with Allie at the same ministry; Audra 

making Matza for our Seder Supper during Holy Week; Soraya in her Easter Best; Ash leading Easter Sunrise worship in the park 

across the street from our house (it´s the white one behind the boys); Todd climbing parasitic vines on a huge tree; Audra and Soraya 
celebrating the resurrection of Jesus Christ.   

 

 

DEAR ASH, AUDRA, KIA, AYLIś, TODD, AND SORAYA, 

 

Through careful and earnest prayer, I have come to the following decision: 

 

 I/we will pray for you.  Please send me/us your prayer letter. 

 Please update me by e-mail ____________________________________________________________________________  

 As God provides, I/we will partner with you by giving $ __________ per month / quarter /year 

 I would like to give a one-time gift of $ __________.  Please contact us again next year.   

 I would like to be your liaison with my church or organization. 

 I would like to organize an annual support raising event (e.g., sale, dinner, carwash, golf tournament, 5K run, etc) 

 

 

Your name ________________________________________________________________________________________________  

 

Address ___________________________________________________________________________________________________  

 

City_____________________________________________________ State________________ Zip __________________________  
 

Phone (______) ___________________________ Church ___________________________________________________________  

 

Please return this form (with your first gift, if applicable) to: 

The Mission Society Designate gifts:  ñMcEuen Support 5/323ò 

PO Box 922637 

Norcross, GA  30010-2637 
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