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Society

The Journey

As | write this, it is snowing again. Showers and flurries and sleet were predicted across Montana starting from the northwest and
coming this direction. Audra and | were in Billings (164 miles from Broadus) dropping my brother, his daughter and her friend off at
the bus station for their ride back to Washington. Because their bus left at one in the morning, Audra and | stayed the night so we
could run errands for my parents. (Here in Montana because the distances are so far, we make the most of every trip. Everyone
does. We were at Costco and it was packed with ranchers from around the state and Wyoming stocking up for the next few weeks.)

As we left the city, the snow mixed with rain and made the roads wet but not slick. A few miles further, the hills were dusted with
snow, but again as we crossed the divide it turned to rain. This process was repeated time and again as the miles passed beneath
our wheels. The first forty or fifty miles were on the interstate. At the site of the Battle of the Little Big Horn, the Interstate
continued south to Sheridan, Wyoming, as we turned east onto Highway 212. The wind had picked up again and wet sloppy snow
fell in huge flakes. Just beyond the place where George Armstrong Custer made his last stand, we crested a hill and drove past a
man and woman walking down the highway carrying a large suitcase. Looking ahead, there were no houses, buildings, or cars in
sight.

“Where are they goi ng?” Thé&ramdanathingfordnile. asked each other.

I know, | know..some of you are going to t hi Wkturnedarowne andoffefed theimia
ride. They gladly accepted. They were from Rapid City, South Dakota (another 250 miles down the road), and had been in Billings to
visit her sister who was under hospice care waiting to die from kidney failure. He was Sioux. She was Crow but reared in foster care
with a Caucasian family in Seattle. They asked to go as far as Ashland about 40 miles away. The ride was quiet. They were tired. It
was hard to hear one another talking. As we neared Ashland, they asked if we could help them get a hotel room so they could get
some rest (they sl ept the night before i nWesaid sure and pullgdirtoi the
only place in town. With a vacancy sign in the window, Audra walked in to get the registration paper and brought it out to the
woman to fill out. As she was filling it out, the man stepped out of the car. Immediately the hotel worker told Audra that the man
mi ght as well get back in the car because he would not

What could we do? The man and woman were sad and angry, but said they were used to that kind of prejudice (we were just
outside of the Northern Cheyenne Reservation). We st opped at the sheriff’' s oHefvdseesy
nice, but said that was the only hotel in town and the next closest were at least 40

miles away. 1'

“Just I et Uus out erthosined the entire town (coasistdd ®fo s e |
buil dings on either side of the highway), “and we' || fi
us, ” sai d Whateouldvwenda?nThey got out and began looking for

someone to offer them lodging for the night becauset her e was room at the inn.. but

not for their kind. Please pray for Robert and Kaylyn.

You are in our thoughts and prayers. Thanks for all you do for the kingdom of God.

Your brothers and sisters in Christ,
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The McEuen Family, Missionaries to Peru

The Mission
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Over the past few months we have had people asking us a variety of questions about our Q

decision to become missionaries (cross-cultural witnesses) and about our sending 4 H :

agency. Some of the questions came to us directly while others have trickled down % The MISSlon
Society

through the grapevine. None of the questions have been bad, but we wanted to take a
moment to address some of the most common ones.

What is The Mission Society?

The Mission Society is a multi-denominational mission sending agency based in Norcross, Georgia. Our mission is to have the cross

of Christ within arm's reach of every person in thisn3wor/|l
countries on five different continents. On The Mission Soc i et y' s we b pthegantrias can besfdurid,rbgt noo il are

listed because some of our missionaries serve in where Christianity is illegal. We are multi-denominational in nature and hold
strongly to a Wesleyan understanding of God (that is, following the models of ministry established by John Wesley during the English

revivals of the eighteenth century).

Why do you need a mission sending agency?

We could go to Peru as missionaries on our own with no agency backing us. We believe this would be a foolish move on our part,
however, because a mission sending agency is a very important source of support physically, spiritually, emotionally and
psychologically. All those on staff at The Mission Society have strong hearts for mission and for reaching the world with the gospel
of Jesus Christ. Many of them have served for short or long terms in the mission field themselves, so they have a firsthand
knowledge of what we are about to encounter. They also watch the world events and are prepared to offer assistance to
missionaries in dangerous situations as needed. They offer us training, counseling, prayer and other necessities for the success of
missionary work across the globe. They also offer recruitment and training of new missionaries.

Does part of the financial support we receive go to The Mission Society?
Yes, and we do not begrudge them any of it. In a great sense, just as the Pentagon supports American troops, The Mission Society
supports us as missionaries.

Why did you choose to gowithamuiR Sy 2 YAY | A2y f YA&daAizy &aSyRAaAy3 | 3Syode Aya
agency, the General Board of Global Ministries (GBGM)?

As we accept eulivesiatdthesmisstomfleltl, wecexplored both the GBGM and The Mission Society. Through prayer

and research, we were led to join with The Mission Society. We have nothing against the great work that the GBGM does around

the world, but we felt God calling us to work multi-denominationally.

Does this mean you have left the United Methodist Church?

No, we are very proud of our connections with the United Methodist Church and are still members. Ash is still an elder in the North

Georgia Annual Conference of the church and was appointed by our bishop, Lindsay Davis, to be a missionary with The Mission

Society. He is still required to submit paperwork and reports and to live according to the standards established for United Methodist

Clergy. Both he and Audra are affiliate members of Farmville United Methodist Church in Calhoun, Georgia. Kia and A
decided to keep their membership at Ball Ground United Methodist Church for the moment because that is the only church they

have really known. Todd and Soraya have not yet reached the age to join a church as full members and will make the decision

where to join as they get older.

If you are members of the United Methodist Church, why did you choose to go with a rddtiominational mission sending
agency?

To put it simply, we did not want to limit God. We love the United Methodist Church, but we realize the denomination is not
perfect. No denomination is. Working within the bounds of any one particular denomination (even if the denomination is
committed to working ecumenically) is by natures o me what excl usi ve. We don’'t Paukshid eve
in Christ there is neithermal e nor f emale, Jew nor Greek, sl ave nor free..
part ourselves).

There are a lot of other questions, we know. If you have any others, please do not hesitate to ask us.
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Living in Colorado for the next few months

For the next few months, we will be living at the Mission Training International conference center in Palmer Lake, Colorado (just
north of Colorado Springs). The focus of the sessions for the next three weeks is to enable us to be more effective as missionaries
once we get to the field by exploring Spiritual, Personal, Lifestyle, Interpersonal, Cultural, and Endurance and Enjoyment issues (the
program is called SPLICE for the first letter of each of the topics). After a week off in early May when we hope to visit Ash’s middle
brother and his family on the other side of the state, we will have two weeks of intensive training in language learning skills. We will
be here until May 23, so if you want to send us mail you may send it to us in care of Mission Training International; PO Box 1220;
Palmer Lake, Colorado 80133. (We also still get mail at our Ball Ground address, but we will get mail here sooner).

We have Skype!

We now have Skype! Skype is a free download (www.skype.com) and enables users to talk with anyone else in the world who has
alsodownloaded the program for.get this.free! Frei! Grati s!
we talk by using a webcam. Technology can be so cool! If you have Skype (or if you download it) and want to talk with us, search for
Ash and Audra McEuen and put us on your list.

Partnering with your prayers:

Praise God!

V' Our van with 213,000 miles on it is doing great. We had a scare before heading out .
west when there seemed to be an electrical problem. All it turned out to be was
loose connections to the battery.

V  Ash had a chance to see his oldest brother and his niece for a few days in Montana.
They | ive in Washington State and di

SomeO2 y OS Ny & X

V  Partnerships in the ministry to get us to 100% very soon. .

V  Our training in Colorado. Please pray that God will open our hearts and minds to
hear what God wants us to hear and learn.

vV Ki a, Ayl i s’ , Todd and SoraoyThey lmage midh ¢
new friends and know they will have to say good-bye to them in a few weeks.

V  The 2008 Presidential Election here in the United States. Whom we elect will
impact the entire world.

o) b |

Please be sure to let us know how we can be praying for you in your ministry.

Check out our Blog

A Blog is an online Weblog or Journal. We have one for the ministry at www.opencircleperu.org/wordpress. If you want to have up-
to-date information about what we are doing, where we are, what kind of classes we are taking, or what the kids are up to, check it
out. We try to update it at least once a week, but prefer to do it daily (but that, of course, depends upon the makeup of the day).
We even post pictures of the people and places we are seeing.

Supporting our ministry through your financial partnership:

Praise God for the new financial partners this past month! Each one gets us ever closer to the ministry in Peru. If you have sent a

pledge card to The Mission Society and are awaiting an invoice before you send in your first pledge, pleased 0 n ' t ThwMidsidn

Society does not send invoices or reminders to partners. When a gift is received, they will send a receipt and at the bottom of the

receipt is a portion to tear off and send in with your next gift. Simply mark the check McEuen Support 5/323 and send it to The
Mission Society, PO Box 922637, Norcross GA 3@®&BY. You may also give online by goingtooursiteon The Mi ssi on
page (www.themissionsociety.org/people/mceuen) and clicking on the appropriate link.



http://www.skype.com/
http://www.opencircleperu.org/wordpress
http://www.themissionsociety.org/people/mceuen
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Open Circle for Peru
PO Box 821
Ball Ground GA 30107

Missionaries to Peru
Ash and Audra
Kia, Aylis$, Todd and Soraya McEuen

Contact Us at
678.910.9649
southernbranch@peoplepc.com
www.opencircleperu.org
picasaweb.google.com/opencircleperu

We are also on Skype as
Ash and Audra McEuen

~ ..Aylis with a friend
..Todd playing in the snow
..Kia beside Foster Falls, TN
..Soraya with a friend
..Family in front of the
house that inspired the
painting American Gothic




